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Deaths 


Edith A. Kingsolves, daughter of ‘William and May 
Kingsolves, was born June 12, 1865, and departed this 
life June 9, 1925. If she had lived three more days 
she would’ have been sixty years of age. She was 
born in Clinton County and reared in Boone County. 
She united with the M. E. Church at Poplar Church, 
east and south of Terhune, Ind., one of the old land- 
marks of an early day. She was married to Morris 
M. Wiles September 138, 1885. To this union were 
born four children, two of whom preceded her to _ 
great beyond and two are here. After marriage 
united with the Christian Church at Sugar ued me 
the year 1890, and has remained a faithful member 
ever since. We have lost a faithful member, the 
husband has lost a faithful wife, the children have 
lost a loving and faithful mother. 

The funeral of Sister Wiles was held at her home 
church at two p. m. June 11, 1925, attended by a 
very large audience of sympathizing friends. 

Bruce MOUNSEY. 
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Just Among Ourselves 


N our last week’s issue we promised our readers proof that The 
Herald of Gospel Liberty will be a blessing to every home it 
enters, if it is read as it should be, and we find real pleasure 

in allowing our interested readers to speak for themselves with- 
out solicitation on our part. 


Testimonials 
Mr. F. T. Weaver, East Liverpool, Ohio, sends in two dollars 


for the renewal of his father’s subscription to The Herald of 
Gospel Liberty and says: 








Official lafernsation 


MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


C. Fletcher, Roxbury, Vermont. 
Paul L. Piersall, Merom, Indiana. 
Bertha Driver, 511 North East St.,, Winchester, Ind. 
L. A. Riley, 28 Amsbry St., Binghamton, N. Y. 





He has been a subscriber to The Herald for nearly sixty-five years. 
His father was a subscriber, reader, and student of The Herald when 
my father was a little boy. It has been the family paper for more 
than eighty years, as my father is now in his eighty-fifth year. In 
speaking of The Herald he told me last Sunday evening that there 


was no paper that has come into the home that he felt there was so J. A. Reed, 715 S. Walnut St., Muncie, Indiana. 
much real good in. I am now past fifty years of age myself, and I 7 ao ee 


remember how he would stop the team when he was plowing, when I 
was a little boy, to see what The Herald had to say. Since I have be- 
come older and have been reading The Herald myself, I know why he 
found it so interesting and helpful. 

My father has always been very proud of the fact that he was a 
subscriber to the oldest religious paper published in the United States, 
~ = would always add, “It is not only the oldest, but I think it 
the best.’ 


I also wish to take this opportunity to say The Herald gets better 
with each issue. I have taken it ever since I joined the church, and 
a with much rey to its ere. jietiee ts hereby © yg that Baguonr prog Bs » 

e Children’s Page is a big addition. My boy, ten years old, can pope “Sah Ny mags gee ph 
hardly wait from one week to the other for this part of the paper. I ee eS ae tae ee ad ao 
cannot possibly see how any member of the Christian Church can get By vote of the Executive Board. 
along without this paper. HucH A. SmirH, President. 

McPherson, Kansas. C. E. Booz. 





CHURCH WANTED 


Any church or churches desiring a pastor please 
write to me. Prefer a full-time church, or two half- 
time churches. Can begin work September 1. Refer- 
ences furnished if desired. 

L. C. WINN. 


907 S. Lafontaine St., Kokomo, Ind. 





NOTICE OF AMENDMENT 


vention. 








CLARENCE DEFuR, Secretary. 
‘Enclosed find two dollars to renew my subscription to The Herald 
of Gospel Liberty for another year. I am eighty-two years old and 
have been a reader for more than sixty years. I always look forward 
to its weekly visits and enjoy so much reading it. 
Macomb, Illinois. ROMANEY KINCAID. 


Thank you for renewal notice, but I had not forgotten that my 
subscription was expiring. I do not want to miss a single number of 
The Herald. It is like a personal letter to me, I know so many of the 
contributors to its columns. 

I hope for a larger growth for The Herald in its new home. 

Robinson, Illinois. JENNIE C. PAGE. 


I am inclosing two dollars to renew our subscription to The Herald 
of Gospel Liberty for another year. We enjoy The Herald and the 
children enjoy the Children’s Page. They look for it as soon as the 
paper comes. Every number gets better. I do not want to miss a copy. 

Enfield, Illinois. Mrs. EDNA Espy. 


If you are not yet convinced that our statement is true, write 
us and we shall be glad to furnish you additional testimony. If 
you are convinced, please get busy at once and place The Herald 
in a number of new homes. 


They will thank you for it later. 
A. F. CHASE, 
Circulation Manager. 











CHURCH WANTED 


I am just closing a very successful pastorate with 
the Christian Church at this place and after August 
31 shall be ready to assume work elsewhere. I shall 
be glad to communicate with any church desiring a 
pastor for the coming year. I am an ordained min- 
ister of the Eastern Indiana Christian Conference and 
can give the best of references if desired. Prefer to 
locate on the charge. 


Veedersburg, Indiana. 


Harry S. Berry. 





SOUTHWESTERN WEST VIRGINIA CHRISTIAN 
CONFERENCE 


The thirty-second annual session of the Southwestern 
West Virginia Christian Conference will be held at the 
First Christian Church, Racine, W. Va., Kanawa Co., 
August 6-10, 1925. Those coming on C. & O. Ry. will 
get off at Stalbens, W. Va. Any one coming on New 
York Central Ry. will get off at Sattes and cross 
river to Stalbens, W. Va., and take Coalriver train 
up to Racine, 'W. Va. 

We would love to have visitors from other churches 
and conferences to meet with us. We urge all the 
churches to send their full membership delegation. 
Pray for our conference officials and workers, for our 
pastors and yourselves, that you may all be there 
full of the Spirit—or send some one who is. 

Rev. J. V. Davis, President, 


Racine, W. Va. 
A. A. Monracue, Secretary, 
Quincy, W. Ve. 
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HYMNS FOR THE LIVING AGE 


edited by 
H. Augustine Smith 


A remarkable new book for congregational singing, edited by a master 
of congregational song. Professor Smith led 10,000 Christian Endeavor- 
ers for ten successive nights at the Coliseum, Chicago, in 1915. 

HYMNS FOR THE LIVING AGE emancipates congregations from 
high keys and abnormally high notes. It steadies the onward march of 
the music by eliminating holds, awkward dotted notes and rest, and where 
the melody is obviously unfson, printing it so. 

In building hymn books today undue pressure is being brought to 
bear to include social service hymns to the exclusion of devotional hymns. 
HYMNS FOR THE LIVING AGE is rich in social service but not at the 
expense of the “spiritual life’ hymns, nor at the expense of genuine poetry 
and hymnic fervor for the pronouncement in rhythm of a social program. 

God’s majesty hymns very often overshadow the Holy Spirit and Holy 
Scripture hymns. There is balance here in the HYMNS FOR THE LIV- 
ING AGE as also between Christmas and Easter hymns. 

To the minister and layman whose interests may lie in the worship 
material, responsive readings, prayers, and calls to worship, rather than 
in the quality of music, reference is here made to the fifty-two Responsive 
Readings which mark a new epoch in Bible literature for public worship. 

A good pianist or organist with the HYMNS FOR THE LIVING AGE 
before him will tell the story more eloquently than words. 

The thirty pages of chants are a triumph in the printers’ art. If the 
churches of America wish to revive chanting they can now do so through 
this book which makes chanting possible, probable, attractive. 

Obviously the HYMNS FOR THE LIVING AGE is here to serve the 
churches and to bring congregational singing to its heyday. Its arrange- 
ment contributes to this—responsive readings (the neglected part of pub- 
lic worship) in the front of the book at its strategic portal; then follow 
the hymns, then the newly written and arranged chants, and finally the in- 
dexes which not one in a hundred in a congregation ever uses. These in- 
dexes for the minister, layman, leader of worship, are clearly printed, com- 
prehensive, accurate. 

HYMNS FOR THE LIVING AGE has been adopted by The Genera] 
Convention of the Christian Church; also by the Board of Trustees of The 
Christian Publishing Association for use in all Christian Churches. 


“a is an up-to-date Hymnal at a low price when contents are consid- 
er 


Price, single copy, $1.25, postpaid; in lots of 12 copies or more, $1.00 
the copy, delivery extra. 


The Christian Publishing Association 
Ludlow and Court Sts. DAYTON, OHIO 
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The Call of the Country Church 


HE countryside is calling, calling for men. The country church 
TT wants men of vision, who see through the incidental, the small, the 

transient, to the fundamental, the large, the abiding issues that the 
country man must face and conquer. {[She wants practical men, who seek 
the mountain top by the obscure and steep paths of daily toil and real 
living, men who can bring things to pass, secure tangible results. {She 
wants original men, who.can enter a human field poorly tilled, much grown 
to brush, some of it of diminished fertility, and by new methods can again 
secure a harvest that will gladden the heart of the great Husbandman. 
She wants aggressive and trained men, who come to their work with 
knowledge and with power, who have thought long and deeply upon the 
problems of rural life, who have hammered out a plan for an active cam- 
paign for the rural church. {She wants enthusiastic and persistent men 
who will stand by their task amid the mysterious calls from undiscovered 
lands, the siren voices of ambition and ease, the withering storms of 
winters of discontent. {She wants constructive men, who can transmute 
visions into wood and stone, dreams into live institutions, hopes into fruit- 
age. {She wants heroic men, men who possess a “tart, cathartic virtue,” 
men who love adventure and difficulty, men who can work alone with God 
and suffer no sense of loneliness. {This call from the country parish 
is one that may well give pause to men who seek to serve their country and 
mankind.—Kenyon L. Butterfield, in “The Country Church and the Rural 
Problem.” 
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About Folks and Things 


We are especially anxious that very 
thoughtful attention be given to the articles 
in this issue touching the country church. 
Rural life has undergone and is undergoing 
such a change that the problem of keeping 
alive the country churches and even of main- 
taining positive and active Christian faith 
in- the country communities is becoming a 
most serious one indeed. But the hopeful- 
ness of the situation is that wherever the 
right type of progressive preachers are se- 
cured and the right kind of progressive 
work undertaken, the country districts re- 
spond to effort more readily than any other 
in the world. All that is needed is the right 
kind of leadership and vision to secure won- 
derful results in our rural fields. 

Dr. and Mrs. S. Q. Helfenstein have just 
returned to Daytgn after an absence of six 
weeks of visiting among old friends and 
relatives in the West, and are refreshed and 
invigorated by their many delightful ex- 
periences. 

Advance, Indiana, Rev. E. C. Geeding 
pastor, has just held a very successful Daily 
Vacation Bible School. This is its third 
season. The enrollment was 108 and the 
average attendance was 94—an unusually 
high average—and a fine grade of work was 
accomplished. 

The new building just erected by the 
Antonis Christian Church, Scioto Valley 
Conference, was dedicated on June 28. The 
pastor, Rev. A. J. Dollison, was assisted by 
Dr. J. F. Burnett, who had charge of the 
services and who gives an account of this 
new equipment elsewhere in the paper. 

Dr. W. G. Sargent writes us that the New 
England Convention this year impressed him 
as being the best which has been held during 
the sixteen years of his association with the 
convention, both from the standpiont of at- 
tendance and interest taken. The same 
opinion has come to us from other sources. 


The Young People’s Congress of the 
Miami Ohio Conference, which met at Ver- 
sailles June 19, was a very successful event. 
Among the speakers were Miss Esther 
Marvel, Miss Lucy Eldredge, Rev. Frank 
Wright, and Professor Walters of Troy. 
Last year the Young People’s Congress won 
700 converts and a goal of 1,200 was set for 
this coming year. 

Bethlehem Church, Southern Wabash IIli- 
nois Conference, Rev. John Baughman 
pastor, has been raising a fund through 
various Sunday-school classes to repair the 
church building. Much enthusiasm has been 
stirred up over the project and more than 
$2,000 is already in the bank for the under- 
taking. The contract will be let at once 
and the church will soon be greatly im- 
proved. 

Dr. Martyn Summerbell, who for so many 
long years has served the Palmer Institute- 
Starkey Seminary, writes us that their com- 
mencement this year was the greatest ever 
held, from start to finish. The class was the 


largest graduated for years, and the best 
prepared. There were more old students 
present for commencement, 166 being at the 
alumni banquet. Such reports enhearten us 
all. 


Rev. and Mrs. Charles B. Lusk, in charge 
of our work at Cove Springs and Chris- 
tiansburg, Ohio, are greatly distressed over 
the very serious illness of their little son, 
whom many in the near-by conferences know 
and love. For many weeks he has been 
growing steadily worse and the outlook is 
very discouraging. The deep sympathy of 
many friends will be with them in these 
anxious hours. 


Rev. Ernest Treber, the pastor at Moore- 
land, Indiana, has resigned to take charge 
of the work at Hannas Creek, which he will 
carry in connection with special educational 
work at Earlham College a few miles away. 
Brother Treber is one of our most promising 
young men and we are glad that he can have 
the further training. Both he and his com- 
panion are in active pastoral work and do- 
ing a great service for the Kingdom. 

Miss Olive Williams, who has been con- 
valescing at Troy since her return from 
work in Porto Rico a few weeks ago, has 
just gone to become the guest of our Aged 
Ministers’ Home at Lakemont, New York, 
for the rest of the summer. She is still far 
from strong, but seems to be improving 
slowly. Until she is entirely recovered, she 
must not attempt any speaking engage- 
ments, but will be glad to hear from her 
many friends. 

Rev. Llewellyn C. Fletcher, who recently 
graduated from Yale Divinity School and 
whose work as a missionary in Japan has 
been postponed for health reasons, has just 
accepted work for the summer with the 
Congregational Church at Roxbury, Ver- 
mont. We are earnestly in hope that the 
way may soon open for him to enter the 
pastorate with some one of our own 
churches, for we cannot afford to miss the 
services which he can give. 

On Sunday, June 7, Rev. George A. Ride- 
out was installed as pastor of the church at 
North Saco, Maine. Rev. N. M. Heikes, of 
Freedom, New Hampshire, gave the charge 
to the new pastor. While serving the 
Methodist Church at Scarboro, Brother 
Rideout supplied this pulpit in the fall of 
1923 during the illness of Rev. Zebulon 
Knight, who was then pastor. He has had 
full charge of this work for some time and 
the interest and activities are increasing. 

A host of friends of Rev. and Mrs. 
William Q. McKnight, our faithful mission- 
aries in Japan, will be glad to know that 
they are now home on furlough—and are 
greatly enjoying their home folks in western 
Indiana. This is their first furlough after 
five years of service in Japan. They will 
rest through July, do some deputation work 
in August, and then begin study at the 
Boston School of Religious Education in 
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September. Their present address is in care 
of Mrs. H. M. Kellogg, Newton, Indiana. 
Many of us here in America will be delighted 
for the opportunity to see and hear these 
workers who have enedared themselves to 
our entire brotherhood by their faithful 
services. ‘ 

On page thirteen will be found a very 
frank and very urgent word from Dr. 
Thomas, the president of the Board of Con- 
trol of Franklinton. We ask for it a most 
prayerful reading. Most of our people are 
not aware of the exceedingly serious situa- 
tion which Franklinton College is now fac- 
ing. The growth of that institution has 
made the new dormitory absolutely neces- 
sary. Already the applications from stu- 
dents who desire to attend the school next 
year number fifty percent more than last 
year, and the school simply must have in- 
creased facilities. But the work on the 
building has been stopped for want of funds. 
Besides this, there is a very heavy deficit 
from the past year’s work. This means a 
most critical situation indeed. And the 
brotherhood simply must come to the relief of 
this college with a large amount of money 
if the school is to be able to continue its 
work. We earnestly appeal for the most 
sympathetic and prayerful consideration of 
this very urgent situation. We feel con- 
fident that our people will not let this school 
fail, but will furnish the funds as soon as 
they realize how desperate is the situation. 

The church at Walnut Hills, Dayton, 
achieved a great victory at its opening serv- 
ice, June 28. The pastor, Rev. A. W. Hirby, 
and his people had hardly expected to be 
able to provide for the $17,500 necessary for 
dedication. But under the inspiring leader- 
ship and fervent solicitation of Dr. W. H. 
Denison, who had charge of this part of the 
work, pledges for this large amount were 
completed at the evening service; and to 
the great delight and gratification of all, the 
building was dedicated, Dr. Burnett’s 
special form of service being used. Dr. 
Denison preached in the morning, Dr. Omer 
S. Thomas in the afternoon, and the Hon. 
Orion E. Bowman, president of the Dayton 
Council of Churches, spoke in the evening. 
The Junior Orchestra of Belmont played in 
the afternoon and the Shiloh choir sang in 
the evening. The building is a very attrac- 
tive and well planned Sunday-school equip- 
ment. It is a wonderful advance over the 
old building and gives great promise for our 
work at that point. We will speak more at 
length of this building and the plan followed 
in its erection next week. A series of special 
meetings of various kinds was held the week 
following dedication. One was very unique 
—the first of its kind of which we have ever 
held. On Monday evening the men of the 
church entertained at'a fellowship luncheon 


‘the contractor, Mr. J. G. Gohn, and his 


workmen who had erected this beautiful 
edifice. Mr. Gohn has built eighteen churches 
in this city and he says that this is the first 
instance in which such thoughtful apprecia- 
tion has ever been shown him and his men 
for the service which they had rendered. 
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The Church 


OT before in this generation, and never in the his- 
tory of this nation so far as we recall, has the 
Church been jockeyed into quite such an unfavor- 

able and unwholesome light as it may yet be by the law 
in Tennessee which forbids the teaching of evolution in 
tax-supported schools, and the trial incidental thereto 
which will soon be in progress. While the Church as an 
organization had nothing whatever to do with the enact- 
ment of this law, the fact that it was placed upon the 
statute books at the urgent behest of ardent churchmen 
and is being defended by outstanding Christian protago- 
nists, is bound to make it appear in the eyes of many as 
the action of the Church. Under such circumstances it is 
peculiarly unfortunate that a man like Mr. Darrow, of 
agnostic tendencies, is to have a prominent part in oppos- 
ing the law. The situation is one which gravely imperils 
clear thinking on the vital issues involved. Both Mr. 
Darrow on the one side and Mr. Bryan on the other have 
a habit of making extreme and inaccurate statements for 
oratorical effect, statements which they themselves would 
not endorse and could not attest as true in theirmoresober 
moments of private conversation. These statements will 
be broadcasted to the world through newspaper reporters 
who will be quick to lay hold of all sensational and un- 
guarded utterances, featuring them in the press to the 
exclusion of the sober and reliable opinions which may be 
expressed at the trial. The situation is thus fraught with 
real peril to clear thinking, and will react against the 
most wholesome and potent type of influence by the 
Church of Jesus Christ upon those who get their informa- 
tion and form their judgment from the newspapers. It 
is exceedingly important, therefore, that Christian people 
in every community hold their heads, and be not carried 
away by the shallow oratory and superficial arguments 
either from local pulpits or from the contestants at Day- 
ton, Tennessee. To help promote cool-headed and clear 
thinking, it is necessary that Christian believers every- 
where keep in mind certain vital facts. 


IRST. So much loose talk has of recent years been set 
afloat against science and scientificlearning, thatevery 
fair and honest-minded Christian should remind himself 
that the various sciences have now been interwoven not 
only into all of our knowledge but into all of our life in 
such a way that they are vitally fundamental to modern 
living as well as to modern thought. The natural sciences 
are basic to medicine and surgery, to inventions and 
agriculture, to chemical and mechanical development, and 
to advancement of every kind. To an almost unthinkable 
extent modern scientific knowledge has entered into the 


and Science 


everyday necessities and comforts of life. Whoever 
speaks disrespectfully or scornfully of science on} he- 
trays his own ignorance of the things which make modern 
medical and sanitary practices possible and modern 
mechanics and inventions serviceable. Without scientific 
knowledge civilized life would be turned back to the dark 
ages and the whole industrial and commercial and social 
fabric of modern life would be riddled and our present 
standards and modes of living made impossible. Man- 
kind would again become semi-civilized. 


ECOND. The character and motives of “scientists” 
have been so loosely and carelessly defamed that every 
Christian who wants to think either fairly or honestly 
must recognize the fact that the great body of scientists 
the world over are genuinely sincere, and the vast ma- 
jority of them are men and women of clean and whole- 
some lives. Hosts of them are beautifully and devoutly 
Christian. It is nothing less than absurd to suppose that 
men and women who have dedicated their lives absolutely 
to the pursuit of knov‘iedge, many of whom are doing it 
at great financial sacrifice and often even at the risk of 
life itself for the good of humanity, would purposely and 
premeditatedly pervert and distort the truth which they 
are trying so hard to discover. Think for a moment of 
whom our scientists are. Our doctors and surgeons are 
scientists, as are our nurses—medical scientists. Our 
druggists and chemists are scientists—skilled in the 
science of chemistry; and you will find some of them in 
every great manufacturing institution and great agri- 
cultural experiment station in the world today. Our 
botanists and biologists are scientists, indispensable to 
agriculture, horticulture, and forestry. Our psycholo- 
gists and physiologists are scientists, invaluable in the 
study of religion and of man and to the art of preaching 
and teaching. Our teachers are scientists, anxious to 
know and skilled in propagating the truth—as all preach- 
ers ought to be, also. And so we might go on through the 
list—a very long one. It is worse than silly, it is slander, 
even to infer that all this great body of earnest, conse- 
crated, Christian men and women engaged in these 
various lines of learning are insincere and purposely per- 
verting the truth. Whatever these scientists are doing, 
they are not “kidding themselves.” They are exceedingly 
and desperately in earnest in all of their research work, 
and many of them pursue their investigations with some- 
thing like religious fervency and devotion. Whatever 
conclusions with reference to evolution or any other sub- 
ject they arrive at, they do it exceedingly honestly and 
sincerely. It is significant, then, that practically the en- 
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tire body of scientists the world over who have devoted 
themselves to any of the natural sciences in a really ex- 
pert way have come to believe in evolution in one form or 
another. 


‘THIRD. Religious teachers and preachers should hold 

in mind far clearer than some of them obviously have 
done the indisputable fact that no man can will a change 
in his convictions or belief on any subject. Every ra- 
tional being arrives at his opinions by the process of 
reasoning from what he knows. His mind comes to cer- 
tain conclusions from the knowledge or lack of knowledge 
which he has. No man can coerce him to think other- 
wise, he can not even force himself to do so. The most 
that we can do or that he can do is to supply his mind 
with other knowledge and with other viewpoints and thus 
furnish it with another basis of reasoning. If we are 
dissatisfied with the opinions of others, we cannot change 
their views by legislation or denunciation. We must 
convince them by arguments and by an array of facts 
and reasoning which will compel their mental assent, 
even in spite of themselves. In consequence of all this, we 
effect nothing but to make ourselves ridiculous when we 
seem to assume that sincere men: could think differently 
than they do or more clearly than they do if they would 
simply will themselves to do so. It is ours to enlighten 
and convince them, not to berate them. 


OURTH. We should direct our activities and our 

legislation by the light of the incontrovertible fact 
that it is impossible to suppress thinking. We may 
suppress free speech. We may shut out of our school- 
rooms and of our pulpits the teaching of any particular 
dogma or opinion. But that will not prevent men from 
thinking and from pursuing the truth and from trying 
to find out the facts about things, nor keep them from 
drawing the logical conclusions from the facts which they 
do have. Moreover every attempt at suppressing think- 
ing or at denying freedom in preaching and teaching 
has succeeded only in driving out the real thinkers. from 
the church or the government which has undertaken it. 
Suppression does not stop thinkers from thinking; it 
simply deprives these constituted bodies from the uplift 
and indispensable benefit of thinkers. It did this for the 
Catholic Church, when that church prohibited the scien- 
tists of that day from teaching that the earth is round and 
that the universe is held in place by gravity and that the 
blood circulates through the body. These inhibitions on 
scientific thinking simply drove the scholars of the world 
out of the Catholic Church and into the Protestant bodies. 
The terrible consequence has been patent in the poverty 
and backwardness of every great Catholic country the 
world over from that day to this. The same thing 
happened in England when it undertook to suppress 
thinking—the Pilgrims and Puritans simply left the coun- 
try and came to America to begin a new and great nation 
founded upon the principle of freedom in thinking and 
preaching and teaching. It is inevitable that the con- 
sequences will be the same in any State of this Union 
which undertakes to suppress this freedom of thought 
and expression which is vital to human progress. Think- 
ing men and women will not cease to think nor to teach 
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and preach; they will simply migrate from denominations 
which will not allow them to do so to denominations that 
will, and from States that will not allow them to do so 
to States that will—deaving their former habitat to the 
ignorant and slothful and inert of mind who do not know 
how to think or care to think. This is an eternal and 
irresistible principle of the human mind, as has been 
attested by all history. 


IFTH. Now over against all of this should be made 
plain to the scientific world and to the religious 
world that what is needed is not less thinking but more 
thinking. If civilization is to be saved and if the Chris- 
tian religion is to be preserved, it is imperative, not that 
honest and sincere thinking be forbidden certain avenues 
and certain conclusions and that limits be set upon it; 
but rather that thinking be tremendously expanded and 
deepened, and made more profound than it now is. The 
old maxim declares, “‘A little knowledge is a dangerous 
thing.” That is the controlling truth of the present 
situation. It is limited knowledge that is cursing and im- 
periling the world. It is because men know too little 
along one line compared to what they know along another 
line—misbalanced knowledge and opinion—that so much 
harm is being done. Too many preachers and teachers of 
religion know too little about science and far too many 
scientists know too little about religion—there is where 
the trouble comes. What the world needs, and sorely 
needs, is that both classes be made to feel the limitations 
and the inhibitions of their woeful lack of knowledge. 
Far too many scientists are simply ignoring, and leaving 
out of their scientific calculations, the great spiritual 
forces that are unquestionably exerting an incalculable 
power in God’s universe. These must be made to see and 
feel how provincial and unscientific their thinking is be- 
cause it is incomplete and fails to take account of some of 
the vastest resources and potencies of which mankind has 
any knowledge. Natural scientists everywhere ought to 
be humbled and sobered by the vast amount of immature, 
ill-balanced, and half-baked teaching which has been done 
in the name of science. Young professors who know little 
of science and less of life have gained newspaper notoriety 
by saying shocking and irreverent things against the 
great eternal verities and against the great social conven- 
tions and heritages. Instead of paying such chaps the 
honor of ponderous attack, the Church should make them 
fee] their immaturity and shallowness. Just because a 
professor knows something about bugs or has experi- 
mented with white rabbits is no reason why he should 
presume to speak upon the value of the Christian religion 
or jauntily to recommend free love and birth control. 
Yet a great deal of that sort of thing has been done. What 
is needed more than anything else is to puncture their 
egotism and make them feel how unscientific they are to 
venture an opinion in a great field of vital thought and 
life of which they know so little. The peril to the Church 
and Christian thought has never come from scientists who 
speak scientifically of matters in which they have expert 
knowledge, but only when they speak unscientifically and 
amateurishly of other lines of knowledge of which they 
are desperately and oftentimes ridiculously ignorant. 
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There is where the trouble comes. The scientists them- 
selves ought to frown down this quite common habit as 
being utterly unscientific and quite unprofessional. The 
Church should do the same with her preachers and 
orators who do so much amateurish and absurd talk- 
ing in the fields of knowledge in which they know so little 
or nothing. But the Church and Christian leaders have 


The Trend 
The Lynching Record Grows Worse 


Last week we gave figures to show that there has been a 
steady improvement in the lynching record the past few years and 
a growing determination on the part of county and State officials 
to prevent lynchings. But in spite of this encouraging showing, the 
statistics for the past six months, just received as we go to press 
this week from the Department of Records and Research of the 
Tuskegee Institute, show that in the first half of 1925 there has 
been an increase in the number of lynchings compared with the 
corresponding period last year. The record for the first six months 
of the current year is nine lynchings. This is four more than in 
the first six months of 1924—or an increase of eighty percent! This 
is an exceedingly discouraging showing in the face of all of the 
effort which has been made to create sentiment against this terrible 
form of mob violence. The ratio of decrease had been steady and 
most encouraging for the past few years—there having been thirty 
in the first six months of 1922, fifteen in the first six months of 
1923, and only five for the same period in 1924. Under the in- 
spiration of such decreases, the workers along this line had set 
their hearts on gaining a clean record for our nation in 1926—a 
lynchless year. But it is evident now that if this is to be done it 
means that there must be a tremendous amount of aggressive 
campaigning and education in the next six months. 

It is interesting to note that all of the persons lynched were 
Negroes—which has not always been true by any means. The 
offenses charged were also of a more serious nature than has some- 
times happened: Murder, 4; rape, 2; attacking woman, 1; attacking 
child, 2. But even here it will be noted that in almost half of the 
lynchings, the cause was not “in defense of womanhood’’—which is 
always given as the stock argument to justify lynchings. 

It is also interesting to note the States in which the lynchings 
occurred: Arkansas, 1; Florida, 1; Georgia, 1; Louisiana, 1; 
Mississippi, 8; Utah, 1; and Virginia, 1. Utah has the dishonor 
of being the only State which has broken the clean record north of 
the Mason and Dixon Line either this year or last. And Mississippi 
is the only State so far this year which has permitted more than 
one lynching. 


Putting Our Peace Sentiments to Work 

One of the most imperative needs just now in the Church’s fight 
against war is that there shall begin to be some practical and 
positive application of the sentiment which is gathering momentum 
against militarism. In church groups everywhere one hears em- 
phatic denunciation against war from the lips of those who do 
not have in mind a single plan by which peace can be established. 
In spite of all their vigorous talk, they have not done a single 
thing and are not doing a single thing actually to help put an end 
to war. In very many cases these peace advocates are violently and 
unreasoningly opposed to any and every plan that is now before 
the world for the furtherance of peace. These folks should be made 
clearly to understand that, like prohibition, sentimental talk and 
resolutions will in the end amount to little or nothing unless they 
can be crystallized into actual ballots in behalf of some definite 
plan for the promotion of peace or in behalf of candidates who will 
support these definite proposals. Speaking to this point, Mr. Owen 
D. Young, the well known administrator of the Dawes’ plan, has 
well said: 


Our desolated homes, our economic burdens, our human losses, 
all lead to the prayers and cries of a united world to outlaw war. 
But what are the practical things we are doing? Prayers, and long- 
ing, and debate must be supplemented by action, and we do not act. 
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also the right and duty to insist that scientific teachers 
shall think reliably and profoundly and shall embody in 
their scientific conclusions the whole body of scientific 
facts and findings, spiritual as well as physical and 
natural. 

Next week we will speak of the Church and the theory 
of Evolution. 


of Events 


We delay joining a World Court while we debate the question ot 
national sovereignty, and endeavor to show that the principles of 
international jurisprudence are not sufficiently worked out to war- 
rant our taking the alleged risk. Just as if international jurispru- 
dence ever would be worked out until we develop, through trial and 
even error, those principles out of real cases which require practical. 
decision. In that way our common law has grown and is growing. 
In that way our international law will grow. Let the debates and 
education go on. I am not decrying their value, but I do say let 
us supplement them with action, carefully and wisely taken, but 
action. Let us join a World Court. 

Let us get the practical processes of peaceful decision operating 
while the world is crying for peace. Let us get our experience and 
strengthen these international peace agencies in order that they 
may be strong to meet the issues of the future in a new generation, 
which will not itself have experienced the horrors of war as we 
have done. . . . . These may be very small steps toward that great 
ideal, the outlawry of war, but I venture the prediction that if we 
take them and then follow with others like disarmament confer- 
ences, arbitral commissions and similar activities, as our experience 
develops we will go far in the course of years to get practical 
results for our prayers. 


Another Heresy Smelling Commission Returns Empty-handed 

The National Convention of the Baptist Church, North, which 
is meeting at Seattle, Washington, as we go to press ought to be 
moved with gratitude that the commission which was appointed 
last year for the purpose of smelling out heresy among the Baptist 
missionaries has reported that it found nothing like so serious a 
situation as had been charged. This investigation was brought 
about by a little group of extremely militant conservatives who 
had been making very loose and indiscriminate charges against the 
faith of Baptist missionaries and the policy of the American Baptist 
Foreign Society relative thereto. The commission authorized by the 
convention, and composed in part of ardent Fundamentalists like 
Dr. J. C. Massee, has completed its work and made public its re- 
port. Speaking of their work, The Baptist declares: “We are 
impressed with the evident fairness of the commission in handling 
so delicate a task. We have searched the document in vain to find 
either bias or prejudice.” Yet this unbiased and intensive investi- 
gation discovered that if any heresy exists among the missionaries 
employed by this great church it is so small as to be negligible. 
It does not recommend action to be taken against a single mission- 
ary, but only that the board observe great care in selecting workers 
tu be sure that they are sound in the faith—and especially in the 
Baptist faith. Thus another big lot of rumor and criticism about 
rampant heresy has been laid low by the actual facts in the case. 

It would be well if our readers would take to heart the lesson 
of such a fiasco. Again and again in many churches and denomina- 
tions suspicion has been set afloat against the faith or the work 
of individuals which has worked tremendous harm both to in- 
dividuals and to churches, only to be discovered later to be without 
basis and sometimes even to have been malicious misrepresentation. 
In more than one denomination charges of disloyalty and of heresy 
have been set going and have worked their evil consequences, 
against workers and grievously harmed denominational enterprises 
when there was utterly no truth in them. Our own brotherhood has 
not always been free from this vicious habit of broadcasting in- 
definite suspicion and distrust. Nothing more surely corrupts the 
morale and deadens the spirituality of any church than that sort 
of.thing, and the Baptist commission wisely warns against making 
such blanket charges of infidelity, thus giving rise to an atmosphere 
of general suspicion and unrest. 

It is astonishing with what freedom theological critics will 
spread suspicion against the faith of their brethren. Many of 
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them seem to have no sense of sacred responsibility. for the way 
in which they handle the reputation and standing of others. With 
apparently no conscience whatever they circulate charges against 
the faith of ministers and other Christian workers, often on 
seantiest information and usually on hearsay and misinterpreta- 
tion, even in the face of the most emphatic protests and affirma- 
tion of faith by those with whom they differ. They denounce 
books which they have never read and impute meanings which were 
never intended. It is exceedingly difficult to believe in the honesty 
and sincerity of some of these controversialists because of the 
persistent and seemingly deliberate manner in which they misquote 
and misinterpret their brethren. Ruining the standing and reputa- 
tion of an innocent man is a most heinous thing, and some the- 
ological controversialists ought to be made to feel the stigma and 
shame of the loose and easy way they have of trafficing in mis- 
representation and suspicion against those with whom they differ 
thonlogically. 


Good Methodists but Doubtful Baptists! 

From the Kingdom viewpoint, one of the most significant state- 
ments of the Baptist commission referred to above is that in which 
it refers to certain Baptist missionaries in these words: “Many of 
whose personal qualifications, or even of whose Christian message 
we have no doubt, would make good Methodist or Episcopal mis- 
sionaries.” But the inference is that they are poor Baptists! Such 
a frank statement of the case is at least salutary as indicating 
the existence of a sectarian spirit and judgment which are almost 
if not altogether repugnant to any sincere Christian heart, es- 
pecially as when applied to the foreign mission field. In this 
Twentieth Century of Christian breadth and culture, sectarian 
bias ought to be intolerable to thinking followers of Christ in every 
denomination. For one to be simply Christian ought to be enough 
to give him free entrance into the fellowship and glad commission 
in the working organization of any church anywhere that dares 
to call itself a church of Jesus Christ. 

We have not yet been able to get it into our heads just how it 
is possible for any group of disciples to assume the authority to 
eject from the Church of Jesus Christ, or to reject from their own 
Christian fellowship and organization, any individual whom Jesus 
Christ himself receives and blesses. To acknowledge that the in- 
dividual in question might rightly belong to some other denomina- 
tion, predicates to every unindoctrinated mind the Christian sin- 
cerity and integrity of that individual. By what right and author- 
ity, then, dare any church or group within a church close any 
church door against this individual? If Christ accepts him, mortal 
man ought not to be hesitant or squeamish about doing the same 
thing. 

Especially is this true of the foreign mission field. However 
indulgent or even patronizing people may be to sectarianism and 
denominationalism among Christians here in America, thinking 
people who have the real interests of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ 
truly at heart are becoming more and more impatient with and 
intolerant to the spirit of sectarianism on the foreign field. They see 
no earthly excuse or justification in perpetuating among Chinese 
and Japanese the denominational divisions which now mean little 
to us here and nothing whatever to the teeming millions in those 
pagan lands. It is sufficient that those folks know Christ; and it 
is a crime against the Kingdom to transport into those virgin 
Christian fields the old denominational cleavages and controversies 
which have handicapped and shamed the Church here. Surely the 
time has come in Christian thinking when we ought to be satisfied 
if a missionary is a devout and exemplary follower of Jesus Christ, 
willing to wear out his life in sacrificing service—without insisting 
that he also be a good Baptist or ‘a good Methodist or any other 
of the “57 varieties” of denominational workers. 


Christianizing Rural Communities 


After one hundred and eight years of continuous service in 
pioneer Sunday-school work in America, according to its annual 
report, the American Sunday-school Union finds as large a field and 
as great a need for its work as at any other time in its history. 
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During its more than a century of service the Society has organ- 
ized more than 140,000 Sunday-schools—more than three schools on 
the average for every day, week day and Sunday, throughout the 
period. It has also distributed several hundred million copies of 
books, -tracts, periodicals, and Scripture portions. Its service still 
is rendered, as it has always been, to communities which otherwise 
have no religious leadership and no opportunity of religious train- 
ing for the boys and girls. 

During the past year its two hundred missionaries, working in 
practically every State of the Union, have organized 1,065 Sunday- 
schools, and reorganized 584, adding these to the several thousand 
schools already under their care. In the new schools 5,302 teach- 
ers have been enlisted and 51,325 scholars enrolled. The majority 
of these schools are in communities which show no indication of 
being able, now or hereafter, to support a church of any denomina- 
In hundreds of them churches have been started and aban- 
doned. 

The Sunday-school of this Union, with local leadership under 
missionary supervision, proves itself the one practical method of 
promoting evangelical but undenominational Christianity and a 
wholesome social life in such communities. In many of these com- 
munities, however, as the population grows church life becomes 
possible. In that case the Society aids in the organization of a 
church, leaving the choice of the denomination entirely to the local 
people, and then moves on to the still unoccupied fields which are 
awaiting it by the thousands. 

Thirty-four churches of different Protestant evangelical denom- 
inations were organized out of its schools during the past year, and 
sixteen of these erected houses of worship. Young people’s soci- 
eties to the number of 206 and 364 prayer meetings were estab- 
lished, and 178 regular preaching stations opened. Among young 
people and adults reached by these schools, 5,690 conversions were 
reported. 

These schools are all operated in rural communities, but the 
funds for this work are largely given from towns and cities. De- 
tailed reports may be obtained from the Society’s headquarters, 
1816 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 
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One of the most complete reversals that ever came through a 
political election in any nation occurred last week in Nova Scotia. 
The Liberals have been continuously in power there for forty-three 
years. In the last legislature there were forty-three Liberals and 
only three Conservatives. But in the election just held the ratic 
was exactly reversed, with forty Conservatives and three Liberals. 
Thus Nova Scotia follows the example set by Ontario two years 
ago and by the mother country last winter. There seems to be a 
most decided swing to the conservative viewpoint in English-speak- 
ing countries just now. In our own nation the trend has been 
obviously that way; and the loss within the past few days of such 
powerful liberal leaders as LaFollette and Ladd and Stone may for 
a time even further weaken the liberal movement. But one would 
be very foolish indeed not to recognize the great undercurrents of 
passionate liberal idealism which are only defeated but not ob- 
literated. Political governments never long have remained static, 
but keep swinging forward or backward. They can not stand still. 


SS 


The United Presbyterians hereafter are to be able to sing songs 
with the rest of the Christian world—even this side of the New 
Jerusalem! Heretofore they have had to confine themselves to sing- 
ing psalms—that is, various translations and renditions of the 
Psalms, in many of which no mortal man would recognize the 
original for which it was substituted. At its recent session in 
Topeka, Kansas, the General Assembly of the United Presbyterian 
Church, after quite a debate, voted that hymns might be used. This 
action was in reality only a ratification of the votes taken during 
the past year by the various Presbyteries on an overture touching 
the subject. But even yet the congregations of this church are to 
be protected from songs miscellaneous and heretical; for they are 
enjoined against using hymns in public worship until an official 
collection can be made and bound with the psalter. 
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Education for Rural Church Leadership 


BY GARLAND ARMOR BRICKER 


Administrative Advisor of Union Christian College, Academy and Vocational Institute at Merom, Indiana 


munity should be the minister of the 
Christian gospel; and it is right that 
he ought to be. 

Leadership is the minister’s business; 
and as Christianity covers every human in- 
terest and activity of life, so the minister 
who serves in rural America should enlarge 
his program to be as all-inclusive as the re- 
ligion he represents. 

Not only has the minister the greatest 
objective in life—and after life—but he has 
the best opportunities to prepare himself 
for leadership. After being trained, the 
rural minister has more time than anybody 
else in the rural community to think through 
his plans and to put them into operation. 

By his life and training, the rural min- 
ister is more apt to be guided by religious 
principles of action than anybody else. We 
expect this of ministers and it almost always 
works out in fact, although nobody—not 
even the ministers themselves—maintains 
that they are, either personally or as a 
class, perfect. The fact is, the rural people 
are inclined to trust to the ethics of the 
Christian minister. 

This fact leads to the possibility of the 
minister being able to enforce, to some de- 
gree, his principles and policies of leader- 
ship. He has moral suasion to back him up. 
The whole rural population is inclined to 
be with its ministers on any program of 
betterment and progress, merely because it 
believes the ministry is right. The worth of 
this good will to ministerial leadership in 
rural communities is incalculable. We must 
use it for rural America. 


T = greatest leader in the rural com- 


Must Know His BIBLE 


The rural people expect their ministers 
to preach the gospel. By common consent 
that is what they are hired to do. These 
hard-working people, with a common-sense 
turn of mind, go to church on Sundays to 
hear the message prepared for them by the 
man who is a specialist in Bible interpreta- 
tion. 

The rural population needs weekly re- 
ligious inspiration and it goes to church to 
get it. If it is disappointed here, dis- 
appointment is not only keen but bad moral 
conditions in the community may soon de- 
velop, because of the failure to get the re- 
ligious inspiration needed to cope with the 
hard life of the farm. 

As a rule, the more productive a com- 
munity is agriculturally, the greater pro- 
ductive religious effort will it require of the 
church and the minister to keep rural life 
in line with the accepted Christian stand- 
ards. 

So the rural minister needs, first of all, to 
know his Bible. Rural people are usually 
“up” on the Bible. They read it, hear it, 
and read about it much more than any 


other large lay class. Woe to the minister 
who is tripped up on his lack of knowledge 
of the Scriptures; he might as well move on. 


Must BE ABLE TO PREACH 


The rural minister must be able to preach, 
and preach well. The Lord deliver rural 
America from poor preaching; for we have 
too much of it—entirely too much. (About 
a million “Amens” ascend on this state- 
ment.) We propose to have better preach- 
ing, and not “maybe” either. (Another 
million.) 

The expounding of the Scriptures in 
preaching, in explanations, and in living is 
the demonstration of Bible knowledge. So 
prospective rural ministers need to be put 
through an experience of practical preach- 
ing, in the rural field and under rural con- 
ditions, under coaching, before being turned 
loose on “us poor folks out here in the 
sticks.” 

The pastoral work is a large part of every 
rural minister’s duties to his rural charge. 
To this end, the prospective rural pastor 
should be given practical experience in mak- 
ing pastoral calls on his rural parishioners. 

But calls in the country—on the farms of 
America—are not what they are in the cities 


I CAN TRUST 
How does the rivulet find its way? 


How does the floweret know its day 
And open its cup to catch the ray? 


I see the germ to the sunlight reach, i 
And the nestling knows the old bird's speech. 
I do not know who is there to teach. 


I see the hare through the thicket glide, 

And the stars through the trackless spaces 
ride. ; 

I do not see who is there to guide. 


He is eyes for all, who is eyes for the mole, 
See motion goes to the rightful goal. 


O God! I can trust for the human soul. 
—Selected. 
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or villages. I know of a rural preacher 


who carried a husking-mit in his pocket in 
the fall of the year when making the rounds 
of his charge. If his churchman, Brown, 
was not at the residence, Mr. Preacher went 
to the field and helped to husk a few shocks 
of corn and talked to Brown over the corn 
shocks. 

This is a good place to administer a few 
religious shocks, too, and they are more 
likely to be cribbed there than anywhere 
else on earth, especially with a busy farmer 
during the corn harvest. 


Must KNow FARMING 
Now, the rural minister needs to be able 
to talk agriculture to his farm parishioner. 
To talk farming intelligently to the average 
American farmer, the preacher needs to be 


well grounded in the subject of farming 
generally, to the extent of not less than a 
year’s study and training in agriculture and 
practical farming, both under competent 
control. 

I want to make myself clear here. It is 
not advocated that the minister should be 
an agricultural leader. That is not his 
function; but he does need to know and have 
had practical experience with the farmer’s 
own business and vocation, so as to meet 
him on a common basis of association—both 
of ideas and of vocation. 


NEEDS TO KNOW RURAL LIFE 

The rural minister must also know life in 
rural America. “Life,” that’s the thing 
the Christian minister is most interested in. 
If he is to know how and for what purpose 
the rural people are living, he must know 
rural sociology. He must study it system- 
atically, and he must have had opportunity 
to work out, under supervision, some social 
projects in rural communities in connection 
with his ministerial training experience. 

Note that I said he “must have had” this 
experience, and that it must be gained “un- 
der supervision.” The experience will give 
him insight, tact, ability to put over his 
social programs, and confidence in himself 
to exercise the functions of rural leadership. 
Green and immature things are so common 
in the vocational experience of the farmer 
that he would welcome its absence in his 
church experience. 

Of course, the minister in training should 
know something of the theory of rural com- 
munity church management, and have had 
experience in managing a rural church un- 
der guidance of a master hand who counsels 
with him often and shows him how it is done 
—but the trainee should do the doing. 


The ministerial trainee should learn to 
sing well, and to play some musical instru- 
ment. If he can lead singing, he will be 
able the better to lead the life activities of 
the young people of his community and 
church. Thus his musical ability will be a 
great asset. 

He should be interested in and be able to 
take part in the sports—the innocent sport 
life of the youth of the rural districts. As 
half of his parishioners will be women, some 
knowledge of family management will not 
come amiss. I do not mean that a young 
minister, when he goes into the rural min- 
istry, needs necessarily be a married man— 
but this relationship is advisable and com- 
mendable. He might well be able to do many 
helpful things about the household. 

For women leaders in rural America, the 
same program of training is recommended, 
except that more emphasis would be placed 
on their being fortified in practical and 
economical home making instead of quite so 
much emphasis on practical farming; yet 
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some knowledge of agriculture is necessary 
for them, nevertheless. 


EMPHASIS Is ON TRAINING 

In training for Christian leadership mn 
rural communities, as I see it, the emphasis 
should be placed on practical training. The 
theory should be learned, but theoretical 
knowledge should be modified and clarified 
by the actual experience; and this experi- 
ence, under control and supervision, should 
be given during the process of training 
these rural leaders. 

Then, when these church leaders are sent 
to the rural communities of America, they 
will not be “green,” but sufficiently matured 
ve be veal “He” men, capable of leading the 
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raw bone and sinew and brains of the na- 
tion. 

These young preachers in the making 
need to have the overalls put on them while 
still in college, because the rural people will 
soon put them onto the preacher who goes 
among them, and he needs to be accustomed 
to wearing them—and I mean this figura- 
tively as well as actually. 

Let us get down to brass tacks in the 
Master’s business in rural America. Let’s 
get men and women saved, communities act- 
ing on Christian principles, and rural 
America in line for being transformed into 
something like the original Garden. It can 
be done. 


The Rural Church and the Rural Experts 


BY REV. OMER S. THOMAS, D. D. 
Home Mission Secretary 


and the movie have been caricaturing 

the farmer, so that farmers as a class 
have long been misunderstood. But they 
have now passed the day of being called 
“hayseeds” and are being recognized more 
and more as a real power in this country. 
Nevertheless, there is no other class of folks 
still less understood than the agricultural- 
ists. No other class has been so much sur- 
veyed and “statistic’d” and advertised as 
though they were in great need of mission- 
ary service. The sad thing about it all 1s 
that those who really would serve them In 
the best way have, I fear, been guilty of 
misunderstanding and misrepresenting them. 

I want to plead for a better understand- 
ing of the rural situation, not from the 
standpoint of one who would carry a mis- 
sionary enterprise to the farmer, but who 
would assist him in developing some of the 
greatest resources of leadership there are 
in this country. The farm has, in all of the 
history of this country, produced some of the 
greatest men in every walk of life—a list 
which incidentally includes the present 
President of the United States. We can no 
more enlist the fine leadership in rural com- 
munities by making surveys and getting 
statistics alone than we can Christianize 
India by knowing the number of people and 
villages and the different castes and creat- 
ing our missionary program from such 
superficial knowledge. We must know what 
they are thinking, what are their ideals, and 
what their moral standards as well as their 
religion. Comparisons are usually odious; 
but from my observation, I believe that in 
the whole Middle West the average intelli- 
gence is fully-as high in rural as in city 
sections, and consequently there are no more 
“morons” among rural church officers than 
among those of city churches. 

Duplication of effort and overlapping is 
by no means a sin that is confined to the 
rural sections. It is just a common sin of 
denominationalism wherever that enemy of 
real church progress is to be found. Per- 


P's: years the funny paper, the stage, 


haps the inspiration of what I am en- 
deavoring to say in this article is that I 
may protest against the danger of failing to 
be in sympathy with all the forces which 
enter into the rural problem. There is great 
danger that we will not enter into closest 
sympathy with, and understanding of the 
farmer himself and that we will fail to back 
the only agency of the church which is 
seriously considering the best development 
of life in Christian training. 


In recent numbers of magazines which 
have come to my table are articles written 
by rural church experts which to my mind 
should not pass unnoticed because of the 
tendency above noted. One of them is the 
report, in the January-February number of 
the Federal Council Bulletin, of the address 
by an outstanding rural church expert, in 
which he said of country churches: 


I am profoundly depressed by the religious 
weakness, futility, and spiritual emptiness 
of many of the churches maintained by us. 
They have everything in them but religion. 
They are tremendously concerned over law 
enforcement; they ring with praise or blame 
of the educator; they have much to say 
about science, and all the time they are con- 
ecrned with finance. Now religion is de- 
pendent for its expression upon none of 
these things, and these churches are unable 


I AM THE CHRIST 


AM the Christ of the land of rain, 
The Christ of the falling, falling showers; 
I call the ancient spring to life again, 
And the land of graves is the land of 
flowers. 


I am the Christ of the running stream, 
That escapes from the winter and laughs 
and sings, 
Of the broken heart, and the ruined dream, 
And all forgotten, forsaken things. 


I am the Christ of the rising moon, 
And the setting sun, and the falling star: 
I am the Christ of Life’s deep rune, 
And the country where the lost faces are. 


—Selected. 
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to express the religious aspiration of the 


people. 
When a teacher of rural sociology in a 


great university says that the religion of a 
country church or any other church is not 
dependent on expressing that religion in 
law enforcement, in concern about who shall 
educate their children or about the indus- 
trial and social principles with which they 
have to deal in everyday life, I cannot help 
but wonder what is to become of the teach- 
ing that we have been hearing all these 
years as to the rural church finding expres- 
sion in physical and moral betterment in 
the community, in co-operating with the 
secular activities, and in demanding right 
standards as to law enforcement and taking 
a part in the election of officers who will 
enforce the laws. 

We have the Eighteenth Amendment to- 
day, not because of the vote of the cities, but 
of the vote in the rural districts where the 
rural church has been functioning for years. 

The other article to which I refer is by 
another noted rural expert. It is in The 
Country Gentleman, and is entitled, “The 
Sin of the Home Missions.” A great many 
of the things he says of the bad situations 
in the rural communities and of their failure 
to unite their programs, are true, but when 
he leaves the impression that the reason for 
these conditions lies wholly at the doors of 
home mission officials, I think he is unfair. 
He quotes the words of a high church officjal 
of a generation ago to prove his statement. 
This official of a former generation said: 
“So long as there is a family of our faith in 
that village, that family shall have the 
sacraments of our faith ministered to it.” 

In the last few years a large number of 
the denominations have, through their home 
mission boards, declared against the policy 
of subsidizing competing churches. The 
Home Missions Council has declared against 
it, as has also the Committee of Comity of 
the Ohio Council of Churches and other 
church organizations. Having been rather 
closely associated with home mission admin- 
istrators for several years, and knowing 
them in most of the leading denominations, 
I have been agreeably surprised at the de- 
sire for unity of effort that I have found in 
that group. The fact is that there are so 
many things entering into the overchurched 
situation in rural communities, with back- 
grounds of a century or half century stand- 
ing, that there is no hope for swift changes, 
especially by arbitrary ruling from over- 
head forces. 

My plea is for a square deal for all of the 
forces which enter into the rural church 
situation. I fully acknowledge that home 
mission agencies have been at fault in the 
days past and may in some instances still 
be at fault. I also admit that there are 
some very discouraging situations in rural 
sections. But I feel that too often those 
dealing with the rural church are tempted 
to do what has almost always been done, 
as I said at the beginning—caricature the 
farmer. 

In order to justify the rural situation 
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shall we go to the other extreme and lay 
all of the blame at the door of the over- 
head agencies? We are but getting into a 
situation which brings us to no solution of 
the problem. On the one hand we not only 
destroy faith in the rural church by calling 
many of the leaders “morons,” by adver- 
tising the utter failure of rural churches, 
and by citing bad situations which are read- 
ily found but not always representative; but 
we also place a club in the hands of the 
enemies of the church who have been saying 
for years that it has “no business in 
politics,” etc., and that it should keep to 
the gospel. To hint that a church should 
not be tremendously concerned with law en- 
forcement is but to encourage the politician 
who is opposed to the enforcement of the 
Volstead Act. On the other hand to place 
the blame of bad rural situations, with their 
spirit of competition, at the door of home 
mission agencies is sure to react on those 
who always seek an excuse for not support- 
ing missions. 


The rural church situation is not the pro- 
duct of conditions which have grown up 
in a day, nor can, it be laid at the door of 
any one organization or group of folks. It 
is a situation which grew out of denomina- 
tional rivalry which dates back many long 
years. There has entered into it so many 
‘factors that it is impossible to place the 
blame for failure. Neither can that which 
has been a century or more in developing 
be entirely changed in even a generation. 
The rural problem is a problem which is to 
be solved by processes of education, and an 
education that is constructive rather than 
critical. In my study of the rural church 
for many years, coming in contact with and 
listening to most of the leading rural church 
men, I have heard more in regard to the 
outstanding bad conditions in certain limited 
sections which represent a very small por- 
tion of rural America than I have about all 
the rest of country church conditions com- 
bined. For instance, in the earliest surveys 
of Ohio we heard a lot about a certain small 
section in Pike and Adams counties where 
conditions are bad; but we heard very little 
about the other parts of the State where 
there are some very excellent rural com- 
munities. It has seemed that the mistake 
which some returned foreign missionaries 
have made by telling of the worst conditions 
to be found in foreign countries in order to 
make the appeal, yet misrepresenting those 
lands in doing so, has had its parallel in the 
overstatements or misbalanced emphasis 
from some of those who would help the 
rural church. 

The enlarged communities because of the 
automobile, the combined communities be- 
cause of the centralized schools and co- 
operative organizations, have rightfully 
caused the closing of hundreds of country 
churches. The increasing impression on the 
part of country people that there is no need 
for duplication of effort on the part of 
churches has been the means of closing many 
others. Where there is still competition in 


communities it is as often due to local 
conditions as it is to overhead organizations. 

My contention is that in order to go for- 
ward toward an ideal rural situation as fast 
as possible, we must do it by constructive 
methods. There are thousands of successful 
churches in the rural districts. I have the 
report of a leader of rural work in one de- 
nomination who says that sixty-five percent 
of the rural churches of his denomination 
are growing and can be classed as success- 
ful. Shall we not teach by precept, showing 
the possibility in rural communities? Let 
us place such books as “Tested Methods in 
Town and Country Churches” and “Churches 
of Distinction in Town and Country” in the 
hands of country folks that they may know 
what is being done in many places, rather 
than caricature the rural churches or mis- 
represent the actual situation until folks 
lose respect for them. 

The moment that one loses his respect for 
and love of folks to whom he is endeavoring 


to minister, that moment does he cease to 
have the real spirit of missions. The rural 
people of this nation, perhaps more than any 
other class, have a great contribution to 
make to the nation and to the world; and it 
is the work of our home mission organiza- 
tions to help them to make it in the most 
telling way. To do that, the respect for the 
honesty of purpose and purity of action 
ought to be maintained for home mission 
forces, since they comprise about the only 
Christianizing agencies which are co-operat- 
ing with rural churches to help make them 
the most productive in real Kingdom build- 
ing. We must work with the rural folk, 
as one with them, instead of classing them 
next to paganism. We dare not separate 
them from the rest of the Christian forces 
of the nation, as a class always to be con- 
sidered in a different manner, but must 
make them feel their identity with and vital 
importance to the whole Kingdom of God. 


Our Rural Churches—Shall They Die or Live? 


REV. JOHN E. KAUFFMAN 


HE answer is, rural churches must be 
T formed into permanent pastorates if 

we wish them to live. Left as they 
now are, they will more and more rapidly 
pass out. For years and years many of 
the rural churches of the Christian denomi- 
nation have maintained their existence stand- 
ing alone. Some of them have been able to 
do so with a slight degree of efficiency and 
success to the present time; but the vast 
majority of them, while maintaining their 
strength and vigor and developing in former 
years, have in the last two or three decades 
simply been holding their own, dropping 
back, or passing out altogether. 

The time has now arrived when a rural 
church that is unable to pay the full-time 
salary of a minister cannot exist alone, and 
the only hope for our rural churches in the 
future is for them to form themselves into 
permanent pastorates with the expressed 
purpose of so remaining and with a keen 
realization that it is necessary for them to 
work together in such groups or they will 


SOURCES 


I passed a stagnant marsh that lay 
Beneath a reeking scum of green, 
A loathsome puddle by the way; 
No sorrier pool was ever seen. 
I thought: “How lost to all things pure . 
And clean and white those foul depths be!"’ 
Next day from out that pond obscure 
Two queenly lilies laughed at me. 


I passed a hovel round whose door 

The signs of penury were strewn. 
I saw the grimed and littered floor, 

The walls of logs from tree-trunks hewn. 
I said: ‘‘The gates of life are shut 

To those within that wretched pen.” 
But, lo; from out that lowly hut 

Came one to rule the world of men. 


—Selected. 
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pass out of existence. There is no other 
hope. The economic, the educational, the 
industrial, and the social conditions make 
such a step imperative to all such who ex- 
pect to exist in the future. 

In the early days of our country, it was 
soon found out that a colony could not exist 
in the family of nations, standing alone, but 
that it might exist by joining in a common 
purpose with other colonies; for as Benja- 
min Franklin so forcefully illustrated by 
the snake, they would either hang together 
or they would “hang” separately. That 
same truth is most applicable today to our 
rural churches. They must either hang to- 
gether in permanent pastorates or they will 
die “hanging alone.” The rural situation 
throughout our brotherhood at the present 
time demands that vigorous action be taken 
throughout the entire denomination to 
pastorate all rural churches. One of the 
reasons why rapid steps should be taken 
to carry out such a policy is that ministers 
are becoming ever fewer and fewer, who 
are available for the old plan under which 
we have been trying to operate our rural 
churches for nearly a century. Most of the 
preachers who are now available are de- 
manding—and rightly so—a pastorate. 
They want their work grouped together, 
and want to live on the field in which they 
are laboring. We cannot expect that our 
college-trained and seminary-trained men 
will be willing to live in one community and 
take a church twenty-five or thirty miles 
away in another community, and still an- 
other as far away in another direction. 
Such a plan is not fair to our churches or 
fair to our preachers. On the other hand, 
if the churches will form themselves into 
permanent rural pastorates, there is no 
doubt but what they will be able to call to 

(Continued on page twenty-two) 
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What Farmers Themselves Say 


A Few Echoes From Conversations With Farmers 


BY RALPH A. FELTON 
Professor in the New York State College of Agriculture, Cornell University 


AST year I attended one hundred and 
fe seventy-six farmers’ meetings. At 
nearly all of these the church was dis- 
cussed. This year I am meeting represent- 
atives from about forty different rural com- 
munities a week. In these meetings we dis- 
cuss the rural social organizations of the 
community, the church being the one that 
arouses the most interest. What do these 
tsa thousand farmers that I happen to meet 
each month think about the church? 
Leaders in farm organizations are church 
people. About four out of ten farmers are 
church members. But in my meetings of 
farm leaders, including grange masters and 
lecturers, farm bureau committeemen, school 
trustees, and leaders of farm co-operatives, 
an average of nine out of ten are members 
of the church. The church trains leaders 
for farm organizations. Religion gives 
people a “service ideal,” which is the first 
requisite of rural leadership. 


“COUNTRY CHURCHES ARE NEGLECTED,” 
FARMERS SAY 

Some people say that farmers have an 
“inferiority complex.” However that may 
be, feeling is very prevalent among them 
that “High Officials’ neglect the country 
church. Mr. L. J. Taber, the master of the 
National Grange, which is one of the great- 
est rural organizations in America, said to 
me recently, “Agriculture has been neg- 
lected by the Christian churches.” 

“Twenty million of the thirty-three million 
farm folks are without a resident pastor,” 
said this National Grange master, “and 
where we do have resident ministers, in 
many cases the officials have failed to send 
us rurally-minded men.” 

“T find those churches are taking a place 
of leadership in the country whose pastors 
keep up to date on farm life,” is the way the 
president of a State Farm Bureau Federa- 
tion explained “church growth and decline” 
to me. 

“Country ministers are much better than 
they used to be,” said he. “A minister who 
joins the grange and the farm bureau and 
reads farm papers need not worry about 
his people failing to do anything he asks of 
them.” The man who said this is head of an 
organization composed of about 25,000 of the 
best farmers in his State. He said he does 
not think that automobiles or the radio will 
ever hurt the country church. 

Most farm people care more about a 
pastor’s social qualifications than his pulpit 
abilities. If they like him, they’ll overlook 
a lot of mistakes. Their criticisms as a rule 
relate to his success or failure as a mixer. 
They want him to be an all-round man. 

“Our minister suffers from a lack of hu- 
mility,” was the remark of one farm woman, 


as she told how they were hoping for a 
change of pastors. 

“If our minister wore a Roman toga he 
would make a great Julius Caesar,” said an- 
other farm woman. “He is so proud and 
dignified.” 

These two women are not irresponsible 
gossipers. The first is vice-president of her 
State Home Bureau Federation, composed 
of about 20,000 farm women. The second is 
home demonstration agent in a county with 
1,200 members. 

Just as parents appreciate having a min- 
ister take an interest in their children, like- 
wise farmers appreciate having their pastors 
take an interest in their farm organizations. 

“The country churches are well patronized 
in this county, but don’t wield a very heavy 
hand,” said a county farm bureau agent to 
me recently. 

“They don’t have great influence.” “The 
church doesn’t step out far enough.” “It 
doesn’t branch out.” “Rev. S. S. Robbins, 
the Methodist pastor at Olive Bridge, 
is the only country minister in the 
county who affiliates himself with farmers’ 
organizations. He says as good a word for 
the farm and home bureau or the grange as 
he does for the church. He is the one out- 
standing country minister in the county. He 
is a good community man as well as a min- 
ister. He forgets about Sunday on Monday 
morning. The trouble with most rural min- 
isters is that they observe the Sabbath all 
week.” 

The man who made these remarks is a 
faithful church worker as well as the leader 
of 960 members of his county farm bureau. 


I never hear farmers discuss fundamental- 
ism or modernism, heresy or orthodoxy, the 
virgin birth, or the second coming, the literal 
interpretation of the Bible, or literary criti- 
cism. The only religion they seem to be in- 
terested in is the kind that lifts their routine 
work up on to a higher plane, and Chris- 
tianizes the life in the countryside to which 
they are so devoted. 


A GREAT FARM LEADER’S OPINION 
OF THE CHURCH 

Not long ago I stayed all night at the 
home of a farmer who is a leader in three 
big national farm co-operative organizations. 
As we sat around the fireplace that evening 
and he told me about the many problems of 
the farmers, we fell to discussing the church. 
I had no hesitation in bringing up this ques- 
tion, for his Bible with his Sunday-school 
Quarterly lay beside his plate at the table 
for use in daily family worship. I could not 
know where to go to find a higher type of 
Christian man nor a -more influential 
farmer. 

“The country churches, I am sorry to say, 
are slipping,” he began. 
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“The country church began to lose when 
its leadership fell into the hands of the 
stand-pat group. Every local church has its 
conservatives and its progressives. The 
conservatives are loyal and faithful to the 
church, but oppose any new ideas. The pro- 
gressives are impatient for a change of pro- 
gram.” 

“To which crowd does the minister be- 
long?” I asked. 

“He believes with the progressives, but acts 
with the conservatives. Most preachers hold 
modern liberal views, but they take the safe 
conservative path and talk generalities, just 
what every one already believes.” 

“Do you mean to say that all preachers 
are afraid to take issue with their conserva- 
tive members?” 

“No; I’ve noticed that preachers with a 
salary of less than about $2,000 a year 
usually play safe. They rarely take sides— 
rarely break new paths. Those with bigger 
salaries are leaders in moral and religious 
thinking. Preachers who are afraid to do 
anything themselves are tempted simply to 
preach against things. 

“Why do small-salaried ministers go with 
the conservative crowd?” I asked. 

“The stand-patters in the church usually 
pay about three-fourths of the salary. They 
are the older members—the ones with 
property—what the minister calls his in- 
fluential members.” 

“But this is a day of trucks and tractors,” 
he continued. “Three farmers out of four in 
this State have silos now. One farmer out 
of every ten has a radio. There is now an 
average of one automobile per farm. One 
farmer out of every four uses a motor truck. 
Half the farmers own gasoline engines. 
Things are changing fast. The church must 
change. 


KEEPING HOLD OF THE YOUNG PEOPLE 


“What would you have these ministers do 
to keep up to date?” 

“In the first place, I would hope they 
would discuss the present-day moral prob- 
lems—law enforcement, toleration of other 
races and religions, the national sin we call 
war, local moral and legislative issues. And 
then I would hope they would take a new 
attitude on the social and recreational ques- 
tions. If the young folks all go down to the 
lake Sunday night and no one comes to 
church, go down there with them and have 
the church service there. Unconsecrated 
young people are more sacred than conse- 
crated church buildings. 

“This afternoon while driving along the 
road I saw a church,” he continued, “with 
a sign up in front containing the word, 
‘Preaching Tonight! Come!’ I just thought 
to myself, who on earth would want to go! 
If the preacher had announced any subject 
it would have been different. I can’t stand 
these resounding phrases which we hear in 
sermons that have no connection with 
modern life. But those who believe as the 
preacher does, go to hear him; those who 
don’t, stay at home. The majority stay at 
home.”—The Western Christian Advocate, 
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At Prayer Time 


All things work together for good.—Rom. 
8:28. 

5 

Such is an apostolic promise to those who 
love God. There is much in it that invites 
confidence, for it carries a suggestion of 
experience and faith. On the other hand, 
there is sure to be subtle disappointments in 
the promise for many who seek to harmon- 
ize it with the realities of usual life. 

Sometimes things do not work out for 
good for those who have a ready spirit and 
a firm faith. That is because we do not 
have the entire privilege of ordering the 
events we meet. Nor are these events en- 
tirely in the control of spiritual powers. The 
conduct of others cast certain experiences 
upon us. Sometimes some very regretful 
things come to good people because of the 
evil designs of bad folks. 

It is not easy to say that all things 
worked for good for the apostle Paul. Many 
of the annoyances, the complications, and the 
actual distress that trouble makers caused 
the apostle were weights to his life. True, 
they may have helped to bring out the 
largeness of his spirit and they may have 


aided some in cultivating his patience. But 


it must be obvious to any observer that Paul 
would have done a far larger work in the 
world had some of these hard experiences 
been spared him. He had a limited opportun- 
ity of communication with either fellow- 
Christians or with the unconverted. And 
two years taken out of such an active career 
was a real loss, both to Paul and to the 
cause he was seeking to serve in the world. 
Yet Paul wrote the words of this promise. 
He even wrote it at a time when it seemed 
improbable that he would have some of his 
desires for service fulfilled. 


oO 
God at times breaks up our nest, 
Lest, sunk in slothful ease, 
Our soul’s wings moult and lose the zest 
For battle with the breeze; 

But ever waits with arms of love; 

To bear our soul’s all ills above. 
—Oxenham. 
o 

There are many proverbial sayings, terse 
epigrams, that are much on lips in times of 
conversation. Some of these are as follows: 
Everything works for the best; If it will 
happen, it will; It is, therefore it should be. 

There seems to be a certain unreality in 
such acceptances, however. For things do 
not always happen for the best, and there 
are a great many things that are that really 
should not be. 

There is real suffering in the world; cer- 
tainly we are far enough advanced to know 
that many of the results of suffering are 
to be counted in terms of hardships, re- 
stricted opportunity, shortened life, and 
sometimes cramped spirit. 

There occur instances when honest men 
and women are pauperized by the designs 
of perpetrators of crime. The good name of 


honorable people is sometimes dragged inte 
the mires of suspicion by the false witness 
of corrupt men and women. Very frequent- 
ly Christian workers find their desires 
thwarted by vested interests and by people 
who delight in evil rather than the good. 
Some of our strongest spiritual leaders have 
found, as did Jesus, that they are sometimes 
helpless because of the unbelief and the 
narrow interest of people who thereby stand 
in the way. : 

In fact, nearly every active life experi- 
ences rebuffs and hinderances that prevent 
the realization of good purposes and well 
meant plans. 

We cannot intelligently say that these 
things should be. Nor can we say that they 
even work for good—we are sure they do not 
work out for the best. For good and right 
must be represented in better terms than 
weakened bodies, stolen property, slandered 
characters, or broken spiritual plans. 

Yet there is something in Paul’s promise 
that still stands. 

oO 


For there is always something that is un- 
defeated in the plans and in the life of any 








In the hour of my distress 

When temptations me oppress, 

And when I my sins confess, 
Sweet Spirit comfort me! 


When I lie within my bed 

Sick in heart and sick in head, 

And with doubts discomforted, 
Sweet Spirit comfort me! 


When the house doth sigh and weep, 

And the world is drown’d in sleep, 

Yet mine eyes the watch do keep, 
Sweet Spirit, comfort me! 


When the judgment is reveal’d, 

And that open’d which was seal’d, 

When to thee I have appealed, 
Sweet Spirit, comfort me. 


—Robert Herrick, abr. 
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clear purposed man or woman. However 
much Christ may be accused of blasphemy, 
of disloyalty to truth, or of indulging in bad 
associations, the rightness of his spirit and 
the virtue of his intentions can never be 
successfully covered up. Milton was right 
when he said, 

Virtue may be assailed, but never hurt, 
Surprised by unjust force, but not enthrolled. 
And in any instance of injustice, or in any 
event of apparent defeat of good intentions 
there is something about them that cannot 
be hid. 

It has been my privilege to enter New 
York harbor a good many times, though al- 
ways by a coast-wise steamer. At every 
opportunity of this kind, there was one 
thing, among others that I always try to 
see—the Statue of Liberty. The interests 
that it symbolizes, the history it represents, 
and the hope it seems to hold before all mi- 
grant souls set going a good many impulses 
within me whenever I look upon that monu- 
ment of good will. 

But there have been times when the statue 


could not be seen. The heavy fogs of the 
ocean completely obscured it, although we 
passed reasonably near and anchored not 
very far away from it across the river. On 
one such a morning I waited awhile on one 
of the harbor landings. Finally the mist be- 
gan to clear away. The sun began to break 
through and soon there was a dim outline of 
the statue, and then the fog lifted, aided 
by the wind, and the monument stood out in- 
spiringly in the beauty of the sudden sun- 
light. 

Good lives, high ideals, and spiritual pur- 
poses have lasting powers much like that. 
If they are wrongly clouded, befogged by 
evil design, or hidden by the smoke and mist 
of the ways of men, they nevertheless con- 
tinue to stand though unseen. 


oO 


The look of sympathy, the gentle word, 
Spoken so low that only angels heard; 
The secret act of pure self-sacrifice, 

Unseen by men, but marked by angels’ eyes— 

These are not lost. 
The happy dream that gladdens all our 
youth, 
When dreams had less of self and more of 


truth. 
The childhood’s faith so tranquil and so 


sweet, 
Which sat like Mary, at the Master’s feet— 
These are not lost. 


o 


Good not only endures, it really wins; how- 
ever interrupted it attains some fulfillment. 

The ministry of Jesus again illustrates. 
Had that life continued threescore years 
and ten, or by reason of strength, fourscore, 
the world would have surely been richer by 
the added years of his ministry. But though 
killed in early manhood, he gained a grow- 
ing triumph; succeeding history is our 
witness. 

Progress itself is but the gain of souls 
who work under restriction of misunder- 
standing and who still press on when cir- 
cumstances oppose. 

Handicaps may be hard at times, life may 
be shortened, happiness denied; but fine 
spirit and unswerving faith ultimately win. 
And God seems real because they do. 

o 
The period of life is brief, 
Tis the red of a red rose leaf; 
"Tis the gold of an autumn sky; 
"Tis the flight of a bird on high. 
But we may fill that space 
With such infinite grace, 
That the red shall tinge all time, 
The gold through the ages shine, 
And the bird fly swift and straight 
To the portal of God’s own gate. 
—Contributed. 
oO 


Strength that saves in our weakness, O 
Hope that spares us from dread, continue to 
make clear to the human heart that thy ways 
stand sure and that in thy. ways there is 
peace. We would have kindled within us all 
those fervencies of faith that rightly direct 
our anxieties and that add grace to action. 
Let nothing kill our spirit however much our 
hopes may be denied or our plans thwarted. 
Thus do we yield ourselves to thee. Amen. 


ERNEST D. GILBERT. 








676 (12) 








Woman’s Work 


Mrs. Emma 8S. Powers 
General Secretary-Treasurer 





Strength From the Book 
A TRUE STORY 

T was so hot in the little room. Outside, 

in the big sleeping room the punkah was 
swinging slowly, and it was cooler out there, 
but in the tiny dressing room with its table 
and chair one could be alone. The bedroom 
was all doors and windows, with never a 
corner where one could get away from 
curious eyes, and that hot night the tired 
missionary had closed the door of the dress- 
ing room with a longing to shut out the 
whole world. It had been a hard day. In 
the morning, word had come from one of the 
homes in the city that the missionary and 
the Bible woman need not call again. The 
message was politely worded, but it was 
final. The little girl wife who had just come 
from a distant city had been so happy in see- 
ing the “missionary lady,” for she had 
known missionaries in the school in her own 
home. Something had gone wrong, and all 
the women in that household were not to be 
allowed the visit and the reading and the 
singing that brightened the days when the 
missionary and Bible woman came to see 
them. The time had been so short. Had 
any word been said they would remember? 
If only there might be one more visit. The 
caressing touch of the little wife’s hand had 
been so loving. Was it all over? What had 
been said to offend the stern mother-in- 
law that the visits were forbidden? 

And the school for little caste girls. How 
the mission had planned and worked to get 
the building for the school. Over and over 
again the school had been started, with eight 
pupils, ten, twenty, until there had been 
thirty enrolled, and now it was all to do 
over again, for not a child had come to 
school all day, and as before, the parents 
were told that their little girls were be- 
witched into being Christians. 

The missionary was so hot and tired and 
discouraged. Was it worth while? Would 
there ever be anything accomplished? What 
was the use! Listlessly the Bible was taken 
from the table, the book was opened for the 
nightly reading: “Thou therefore gird up 
thy loins, and arise, and speak unto them 
all that I command thee: be not dismayed 
at their faces, lest I confound thee before 
them. For, behold, I have made thee this 
day a defenced city, and an iron pillar and 
brasen walls against the whole land, against 
the kings of Judah, against the princes 
thereof, against the priests thereof, and 
against the people of the land. 

“And they shall fight against thee: but 
they shall not prevail against thee; for I 
am with thee, saith the Lord, to deliver 
thee.” 

A strong north wind seemed to have swept 
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through the room. There was new life in 
the air. “Be not dismayed at their faces.” 
How could there ever have been dismay. It 
was cowardly. “I have made thee an iron 
pillar.” What were the priests and what 
were the people, what was anything in the 
land that could stand against that promise! 
The school will open again. The women in 
that zenana home and the other homes will 
have other opportunities of hearing. Was 
there ever such strength promised? With 
tears of repentance and joy and thanksgiv- 
ing the missionary, no longer tired and hot 
and discouraged, thanked God and took 
courage.—Elizabeth J. Conklin. 

Did you remember our missionaries in 
prayer today? 


“Pray Without Ceasing” 
A MISSIONARY came to the close of a 
hard day, somewhat discouraged and 
weary in body, almost too weary to pray, but 
when she glanced at the Prayer Cycle, she 
saw that it was the day the folks in the 
homeland were to pray for her, and she was 
strengthened by the thought, both in body 

and mind. Did you pray that day? 





Evangelism and Life Service 


Rev. McD. Howsare, Executive Secretary 








Please Listen Just a Minute 


GREAT church leader said recently that 

evangelism is the hotbed out of which 
missions, Christian education, publishing, 
and benevolent enterprises grow. If our 
churches die or cease to grow we have no 
adequate home base. Evangelism is funda- 
mental, seeking not only to save souls but 
to increase our field of operation and our 
working force in Kingdom work. 

Other denominations are supporting their 
program of evangelism just now as never 
before. The missionary society of the Dis- 
ciples of Christ backed up the program of 
evangelism of that denomination to the ex- 
tent of $25,000. It is not hard to account 
for their great achievements along other 
lines in view of this spirit. 

The Department of Evangelism of our 
own church is growing and has proven its 
right to support and a larger place in our 
thought and programs. We are at the mercy 
of the churches and must have a larger 
consideration. As to expenses, we are living 
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within our budget as endorsed by the Gen- 
eral Board of the Church. The time set for 
an appeal for support was December 14, a 
very unfavorable time, and the response, of 
course, was not as large as it otherwise 
would have been. Yes, some one will say it 
was another appeal, and we are tired of 
appeals. This matter resolves itself into 
this—our very life depends upon these 
appeals. If we are ready to quit business 
and vacate our places in the program of 
Jesus for the world, let us close up and grow 
sour and critical. There is no more reason 
to grow tired of an appeal to give than an 
appeal to pray or sing. The true Christian 
does the best he can in all these. matters 
and lets it go at that. If some of us have 
not been giving proportionally or giving all 
our money to one thing, let us readjust our 
giving, so as to give all phases of our work 
due consideration. When we joined the 
Christian denomination we joined the whole 
of it, and have no right to say, I believe in 
its college program but not in its missionary 
enterprises. All departments and phases 
belonging to our denomination have a claim 
upon our financial resources based upon 
their relative importance in Kingdom work. 

We are asking just now that nothing less 
be done for other departments in our de- 
nomination, but that the Department of 
Evangelism and Life Service be put in 
church budgets, that bequests and special 
gifts be made, and that special attention be 
given to calls for its support. 

This department has a right to live among 
the other Kingdom agencies of the denomi- 
nation called Christian. Will you help us? 
We need money today to carry on. 





Stewardship and Promotion 


Warren H. Denison, Secretary 





How Much by September 30? 


With that date our church year closes. 

All funds pledged to the Forward Move- 
ment are due and greatly needed. Five 
years ago and more we undertook with fine 
enthusiasm a mighty movement forward for 
the Christian Church. God has wonderfully 
blessed us in this effort. A proof of this is 
that the needs of every cause today are not 
less but far greater. That is God’s way. 
He increases our responsibilities with the 
increase of our ability. We should now 
complete our Forward Movement subscrip- 
tions. Thousands of individual members 
have paid their pledges in full. Some have 
paid more than they pledged. Many others 
are continuing right on annually the same 
subscription they gave at first. They re- 
joice to have a part in the continuation 
work. Our immediate need is to have all 
others pay their pledges in full. The 
Christian Church must not retrench or fail. 
The honor of the church is at stake. For 
a Christian a pledge must always be a 
pledge—a solemn promise to Almighty God. 
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The needs of the Kingdom, our love for 
Christ and our church, call upon us all to 
share in the work according to our ability. 
With allowance for exceptional cases the in- 
tegrity of the individual and the honor of 
the church call for the full payment of every 
subscription. 

If you are in arrears may we look for 
your payment before September 30? If our 
work is to grow, if we are to expect God to 
bless us, we must serve, sacrifice, be true to 
our promises, and to our better selves. 


Bureau of Stewardship and Promotion 


This Bureau is endeavoring— 


1. To help make the financial side of 
your church life pleasant, agreeable, wor- 
shipful, and as interesting as any other 
phase of your church work; 

2. To help you avoid coming up to the 
end of each church year with a deficit to 
make up; 

8. To help you to enlist among your act- 
ive workers those names on your roll that 
you call inactive. 

4. To help you greatly increase the man 
power of your church. 

5. To help you enlist the fifty percent of 
those on your church roll in the support of 
your local church expenses, and the sixty- 
five percent on your roll, who are not doing 
anything for the extension work, benevo- 
lences of the Kingdom. 

6. To help you simplify and make more 


. efficient your church organization so that 


there may be harmony in carrying out the 
plans and work of our whole church. 


We invite correspondence and have a real 
desire to be of such assistance as we may. 


The Value of Tithing 


ONE of our leading New England pastors, 
Rev. E. R. Caswell, Laconia, N. H., sets 
forth four values arising from tithing: 


Value One—By tithing one may express 
his appreciation of the continuous blessing 
of God; 

Value Two—By tithing one is enabled to 
bear testimony by personal example to a 
high standard of financial stewardship, 
which is appointed and approved by God; 

Value Three—By tithing one makes a 
larger contribution to the service of God 
than human nature is usually willing to pre- 
sent; 

Value Four—By tithing one has the 
approval of Him who claimed the tithe as 





The General Convention 
Rev. J. F. Burnett, D. D., Secretary 





Conference Dates 


Southern Kansas—Meets at Pleasant Hill Church, 
Monday, August 31, at 8:00 p. m. President, Rev. 
B. T. Cole, Langdon, Kansas, R. R.; Secretary, Mrs. 
E. Rasmussen, Stafford, Kansas; Church Clerk, Mrs. 
Anna Webber, Arlington, Kansas, R. R.; Pastor, Rev. 
B. S. Barton, Turon, Kansas. Church is in country. 
Railroad ticket should be purchased to Arlington, Kan- 
sas, over the Rock Island Railroad. 


THE Erie Conference will meet September 
17, and not on September 10, as per 
notice previously published, so writes the 
conference secretary. The corrected notice 
is as follows: 
Erie—Meets at East Springfield, Pa., Thursday, Sep- 


tember 17, at 8:00 p. m. President, H. L. Lott, 
East Springfield, Pa. ; Secretary, Mrs. Opal Greenman, 


Cambridge Springs, Pa.; Church Clerk, Lillian Ellis, 
East Springfield, Pa.; Pastor, Rev. H. L. Lott, East 
Springfield, Pa. Church is in town. Railroad ticket 
should be purchased to East Springfield, Pa. 


HE Executive Board of the General Con- 

vention elected thirty-nine laymen to at- 
tend the International Conference and Dis- 
trict Convention of the Laymen’s Church 
League, meeting at Columbus, Ohio, May 8 
to 11. But two of the thirty-nine attended 
the conference, though several others desired 
to, and were greatly disappointed because 
they could not. Mr. C. E. Booz, of McPher- 
son, Kansas, attended, and reports as 
follows: 


I attended each session, and it is my opinion that 
this is a great work. As a matter of fact, R: received 
much inspiration and encouragement listening to the 
testimonies of the laymen in attendance. I see no 
reason why it should not be a large factor in extend- 
ing the Kingdom of God and bringing back to the 
Church the spirituality that I feel the Church has 
been losing, as it seemed to be emphasized very 
strongly that the spiritual side of the church work 
needed enlargement. 

I might say, however, that this was changed from 
a Laymen’s League to a Men’s League, thus including 
both laymen and pastors, but personally I preferred 
the Laymen’s League. 


Mr. J. L. Rector, of Pleasant Hill, Ohio, 
attended, and makes the following state- 
ment: 


I was present during the entire conference. This 
conference was attended by some of the most out- 
standing laymen of the country and was the most 
impressive to me of anything of its kind I have ever 
attended. The practical work they are attempting to 
do through the laity is the thing the Church as a 
whole has needed more than any other work of the 
church. They are attempting to make the men of the 
church feel a larger responsibility for the success of 
Christian effort than ever before. It was a revela- 
tion to me to hear big business men discussing and 
giving their experiences in religious effort through 
their different business organizations. In fact, it was 


an old-time experience meeting participated in by 
business men who are outstanding leaders in religious 
work. A permanent organization has been perfected, 
which I am sure will be felt throughout the 
Protestant Church. 

J. Campbell White is one of the outstanding figures 
in this movement. I am very glad to give you my 
impression, which was to me a very wonderful con- 
vention. I was deeply impressed with the sincerity 
of these big business men, who are giving so much 
of their valuable time to meetings pertaining to the 
Kingdom. 

In closing, permit me to express my deep appre- 
ciation for being permitted to represent the Chris- 
tian denomination at this conference. 


Remittances. for June, 1925 





Whole Number of Remittances .............e000% 118 
Fron CHMPGRED: 6 ciicisc:b be cesbdecardcsencccsvoeen 96 
General Convention .........+e++ee0+ $ 52.31 
ee ED i cwiakdbaccdecedes 51.84 
PEI iiad osc nev neae<+ieas - 173.61 
Christian Education .......cccsccccse 86.98 
Aged Ministers’ Home .............. 413.58 
Elon College Orphanage .. 1,10 
Carversville Orphanage . 1.10 
Department of Evangelism 14.57 
Federal Council ......... 35.08 
Relief Funds .......... 68.15 
BYORG BGUOON oad Ke bbsaesccccseeeercesiees 4 
SO TOD cc oWdvccccecccceadecs $ 20.00 
Christian Education ...........+..+. 1.00 
DE WE BE ha coon cascicccvccdes 5.00 
Fear GIG Bie OGIO Siieccccccacccscceeves 1 
Aged Ministers’ Home .............. $ 10.00 
PPG pink < dctcccccaescrveceseeceees 2 
General Convention ...........seee0. $ 86.25 
EE SR ac 6.0 c ocasctaces C4tceceeakuaas 5 
General Convention ............se00. $2,649.82 
Christian Education ..............06 291.67 
IN odin o'e tial niaa 4 64 95:00. nice-aicie o Gabeaaeke 10 
General Convention .............0. $ 705.00 
PONG PEUIOUE 5 occ cc ceccccscccce 5.00 
Aged Ministers’ Home .............. 23.23 
Elon College Orphanage ............ 5.00 
Carversville Orphanage ............ 5.00 
po SO re eee 3.50 


Remittances for Relief Funds June, 1925 


NEAR EAST RELIEF 


Hannes Creek Charol, Tid. ..cccccccccsccece $21.10 

Hickory Grove Church, Ind. ..............00.. -90 

EeVIRGEGE GRUNU Ns De. cc ccccccdics svedbecces 46.15 
ARMENIAN RELIEF 

FRmere a Bis Taibo n ci iose erccésncnvecsceedes $ 5.00 


A Frank and Urgent Word 


BY OMER S. THOMAS, HOME MISSIONARY SECRETARY 


FRANKLINTON has: now been standard- 
ized by the educational authorities of the 
State of North Carolina. It is in the best 
position that it has ever been so far as hold- 
ing a place in the minds of the Negro Chris- 
tian Church and the teaching force. But 
with all this opportunity and with two hun- 
dred students ready to start in the work 
there next fall, I do not see a hope unless 
the Christian Church everywhere in its bor- 
ders comes to the rescue. The new dormi- 
tory was started with a seemingly posi- 
tive assurance that, with the money which 
was then in sight, the building would be 
completed. A man promised the president 
that he would loan the balance needed, but 
when the time came he said that he could 
not make the loan. And so the new build- 
ing has been at a standstill for a long time. 
This last year the total support for the col- 
lege from our churches and individuals was 
$1,466.14—and the Woman’s Board gave 
$754.66 of that amount. Where we used to 
get hundreds of dollars from conferences 
and churches, this year the total amount 
was only $254.39 from all such sources. 
Perhaps the shame of all this should be 
with the Board of Control, and much of 
that at the door of the writer; yet it is also 
that of the church. We are at this time suf- 


fering from the lack of support such as the 
church once gave for this enterprise. If 
the condition in which we now are is to con- 
tinue, it is inevitable that we will have to 
close the doors of Franklinton because we 
cannot continue to accumulate a deficit. 
There is an emergency here that ought to 
be met at once. It is simply an emergency 
in regard to the building fund for the dormi- 
tory, but it is also an emergency for the 
fund to pay the running expenses of the 
school. 

In the days when Rev. John Blood was the 
head of the Board of Control he gave much 
time, and no one knows how much money to 
the financing of the school. Since that day 
the time of the president must be given 
largely to the work of the Home Mission 
Department, so that there seems to be a di- 
vision of force if we give so much to the 
work of the school. As a consequence the 
interest of our church in Franklinton Col- 
lege has declined and the school has suf- 
fered. There are scores of folks who will 
read this who are able to send a check at 
once. Franklinton is given no special time 
for a general appeal to the people, and so 
we are asking that you consider the need 
and the opportunity for training these two 
hundred young people for leadership among 
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their people, and the danger that we may 
fail them. 

We are trying to get some folks who will 
be able to represent the work at Franklinton 
in our conferences. If conference officials 
will write me I would like to have the op- 
portunity to arrange for a representative to 
visit the conference in the interest of the 
finances at Franklinton. 

Already seventy-five new students have 
asked to be admitted to the school next 
year; and there are more who would be 
glad for the opportunity, if we can have 
the money with which to open the school. 
For a great many years we have been 
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pointing with pride to the work which we 
have been doing at Franklinton for the Ne- 
gro youth. Let us with our prayers and 
our finance make possible the completion of 
the things which were begun. We need 
$7,500 in the next six months, and that for 
running expenses. We need $25,000 to com- 
plete the dormitory. If we were able to 
borrow the money for some time, the col- 
ored constituency is now back of the school 
with more finance than ever before and 
they feel that they would be able to raise 
much of the debt within the next five years. 
Will not the Christian Church help us to 
meet this grave situation? 


The Gospel in Lystra 
THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON FOR JULY 19, 1925 
Acts 14:1-28 


BY REV. W. P. FLETCHER, D. D. 
Adult Division Secretary of the Department of Christian Education 


Golden Text—Blessed are they that have 
been persecuted for righteousness’ sake; for 
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.—Matt. 
5: 10. : 
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HOME DAILY READINGS 


Monday, July 13—The Gospel in Iconi- 
um. Acts 14:1-7. 


Tuesday, July 14—The Gospel in Lys- 
tra. Acts 14: 8-18. 
Wednesday, July 15—Triumphing Over 
Tribulation. Acts 14: 19-28. 
Thursday, July 16—A Persecuted 
Prophet. Dan. 6: 10-18. 
Friday, July 17—Persecution Predicted. 
2 Tim. 3: 10-17. 

Saturday, July 18—God Our Deliverer. 
2 Cor. 1: 3-11. 


Sunday, JujJy 19—Our Help in Trouble. 
Psalm 46: 1-7. 








@ 





AN ORDER OF WORSHIP 


Psalm 46:1-7—Recited by the Juniors in con- 
cert. 

Hymn—"‘Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus,” 
No. 182 in “Worship and Song.” 


Prayer—By a pioneer of the church. Thanks 
for the brave spirit of those who face the 
hardships of new fields, and prayer for 
grace to follow in their train. 


Lesson Text—Read responsively, the teach- 
ers and officers led by the assistant super- 
intendent, responding to the scholars led 
by superintendent. 

Hymn—"The Son of God Goes Forth,” No. 
189 in “Worship and Song.” 

Bible Study. 

Musical Recall. 

Home Department report for past quarter. 

Secretary's report. 

Superintendent's announcements. 

Hymn—"“Lead on, O King Eternal,"’ No. 178 
in “Worship and Song.” 

Closing Prayer—Superintendent. 


Evil Whispering Again 


PAvL and Barnabas were doing good work 

at Iconium and Jews and Greeks were 
believing. Then the narrow Jews began 
their insidious campaign and soon glad be- 
lief is turned into persecution. How the 
devil can use a zealous orthodox for his 


purpose. A preacher may be doing a great 
work for God and humanity. Then some 
one may start whispering that he does not 
believe in the Book of Jonah as a fish story, 
and soon persecution arises, and the Lord’s 
work languishes. 


They Flee Again 


“He who fights and runs away will live to 
fight another day.” And so when the fight 
gets too hot at Iconium they run away to 
Lystra, but they go right on with the Mas- 
ter’s work. Sometimes pride keeps us from 
giving up our Iconiums. It is no disgrace to 
fail trying. There are lots of other fields 
where there are great harvests to reap. Mc- 
way, of Formosa, was a dismal failure in his 
early charges in the homeland, but a glori- 
ous success when he ran away to Formosa. 


The Supernatural not Persuasive 


Many have longed for supernatural mani- 
festations, and for miraculous healings. 
There are no evidences that these things 
produce effective faith or Christlike char- 
acter. Jesus said, “Blessed are they that 
have not seen and yet have believed.” The 
life that is builded upon faith in the unseen 
is much mightier than that aroused or as- 
tounded by the miraculous. It was great 
that Paul could help this man back to man- 
ly vigor, but it did not get him very far in 
effective work for Jesus. The Master’s work 
was more mightily carried on by the every- 
day life of Paul and the lessons he taught 
and the sermons he preached. After all, it 
is not the spectacular that wins the great- 
est victories. Even the quiet rains are more 
helpful than the dashing thunderstorms. 


Popularity Dangerous 


It is wonderful to be loved and trusted, 
and it is not at all a mark of piety to be 
disliked or distrusted. Yet popularity be- 
cause of some great power or ability has 
real dangers. It draws attention to the 
doer instead of the One in whose behalf we 
are seeking to do. It looks as though 
Paul’s works were actually hindered at Lys- 
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tra by the power that he manifested. The 
people were actually going to worship not 
his God but him. If anything about us 
draws the attention to ourselves rather than 
to our Lord, then look out for reaction. 
Then the temptation to do it again for the 
same effect is subtle indeed. 


Making Things Count for God 


But how splendidly the disciples met this 
temptation and how splendidly they turned 
the situation to account for their Master. 
Paul takes this religious fervor of these de- 
votees and seeks most diligently to turn it 
toward a love and worship of the true Ged. 
Thus one is safe and the Cause may pros- 
per, if we can turn that burst of popularity 
to account for truth and God. 


The Fickle Mob 


How the crowds did shout that day “Ho- 
sanna,” but just in a few days they shout 
“Crucify.” In this instance they seek to 
worship Paul and Barnabas as gods, and in 
a few days they stone them. Some church- 
es and indeed some preachers are always 
after the crowds. A crowd is very seldom 
constructive unless it is more than a mere 
crowd, but a mob is always useless and 
often dangerous. 


Paul the Builder 


He was a great evangelist, but he was 
more than that. He not only won converts, 
but notice the marks of the true builder as 
he retraces his steps. 

(a) He organized the churches. He did 
not leave the sheep to scatter, but he pre- 
pared a fold for them, and arranged for 
their care. 

(b) He confirmed the new disciples. So 
many times we just leave those new con- 
verts to themselves. If we could just have 
a little talk with them, we might clear up 
that difficulty, or encourage them to try 
again. It is a wonderful thing in our King- 
dom Enlistment Weeks to get Christian peo- 
ple going out to win. What we need now is 
to get them to go out to cheer and con- 
firm. 

(c) “They commended them to the Lord.” 
It is not enough to organize, nor to give our 
own heart’s best in encouragement. By in- 
tercession we must gain for them the grace 
and strength of God. 


oO 


God is not only in the front with the 
positive, the militant, the illustrious saints, 
but he is in the rear, with the doubtful, the 
faint, the dull, the heavy-hearted, the “al- 
most gone.” Let us arise today to pursue 
our march with fresh courage and hope.— 


W. L. Watkinson. 
Oo 


We men and women represent the present, 
but if we have faith, our concern is with the 
future. Our task is to build a new world, 
and our one hope of doing that lies in work 
with those who are the future, the children. 
—American Friend. 
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Great Women of the Bible 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR JULY 19, 1925 
Luke 10:38-42; Esther 4:1-17 
BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 


Trustee of the United Society of Christian Endeavor Representing the 
Christian Church 


Program Pointers 


It would be an interesting and novel plan to have 
living pictures of some of the leading women char- 
acters in the Bible. Have some handy member of 
the society construct a frame sufficiently large for a 
woman to stand upright in it and not look crowded 
and wide enough that it will not make the person 
posing for the picture look crowded. I shoud say 
3% by 6 feet. Have this placed in a doorway or 
curtains arranged in some way so the persons who 
pose may be able to take their places in the frame 
without being seen by the audience. For a_ back- 
ground a curtain of some neutral color should be used. 
Plants may be placed back to make the scene look 
more natural. If you have electric lights fine effects 
can be secured by the use of different colored bulbs 
so arranged that their light falls upon the person 
in the frame. An ordinary window shade attached 
with the usual fixtures to the side of the frame 
may be used as a curtain in front of the picture and 
some one raise it at the proper time. The following 
characters are suggestive; you may think of cthers. 
Rebekah at the well. A woman dressed ‘in Jewish 
costume holding a tall, jar-like vase on her head. 
Mary with babe, the type of consecrated motherhood. 
Doreas sewing on garments for the poor. Ruth with 
sheaf of wheat on her head and sickle in her hand. 
Miriam with tambourine held high. You can get 
suggestions for these from pictures you may be able 
to study of these characters and events connected with 
their lives. Possibly some old Sunday-school primary 
charts may have pictures of these or other women. 
Have some one announce each of these just before 
they are presented and while the next one is being 
arranged have them tell the incident connected with 
the picture and draw some practical lesson from it. 
This will mean work, but successful meetings always 
mean work. 


Thoughts on the Daily Readings 

ONDAY. Sarah. 1 Peter 1-6. I am 
wondering if in this day of the new 
woman with her independence there is not 
the necessity for pondering this question of 
the relationship of husband and wife in the 
home life. I think we must all recognize the 
need of a head in the home, and a two- 
headed home is a monstrosity. God seems 
to have designated man as the head of the 
family. He may be a pretty poor head 
sometimes, but nevertheless the headship of 
the home is vested in him. No true hus- 
band would use the headship to tyrannize 
over the wife. It is true there may be and 
there are abuses of this authority, but the 
evils resultant therefrom are far less, I am 
sure, than result from the anomalous con- 
dition of trying to have two heads. I am 
sure that much of the friction that lies back 
of the cases that throng our divorce courts 
is to be found right here. Woman always 
rules most when she yields, artfully, as she 

knows how. - 
Tuesday. Rebekah. Gen. 27:1-17. Re- 
bekah is a type of the woman of strong 
character, shrewd, far-seeing; but not al- 
ways using her wisdom for the best ends. 
In her scheme to secure the patriarchal 
blessing for Jacob she was far from honest, 
and suffered deeply as a result of her 
scheming for the son she loved so dearly and 
for whom she schemed was forced to flee 
from her, because of her and his deceit 
practiced upon the aged, blind, unsuspecting 
father, and she never looked upon his face 
again. Wisdom and far-sightedness in 
woman are great gifts if used in right ways. 


Wednesday. Mary of Nazareth. Luke 1: 
46-56. Mary stands forth from the pages 
of the Bible and the pages of history as the 
type of consecrated motherhood. There is 
great need of consecrated mothers today. 
Mothers who care more for their children 
than the bridge party, the dance, the 
theater, and the club or lodge. Mothers 
who place home before everything else. 
Mothers who are Christian and teach their 
children to love God and the Bible, and teach 
them to pray. We would have less youthful 
bandits thronging our juvenile courts if we 
had more mothers like Mary. 

Thursday. Dorcas. Acts 9:32-48. Dorcas 
is a type of Christian charity. We know 
women of her kind in every community. The 
woman to whom every one turns in time of 
sickness, misfortune, or trouble and never 
turns in vain. She may be a mother with a 
large family and many home duties; but she 
is never too busy to find time to help others 
in need. You will find her by the bed of 
sickness ministering to the sufferer. You 
will find her by the grave of sorrow, with 
her words of comfort drying the falling tear. 
You will find her in the home of misfortune 
contributing of her own scanty store to help 
those less fortunate. What would the world 
do without the Dorcases? 

Friday. Ruth. Ruth 1:6-18. At the name 
of Ruth we think of loving loyalty. I say 
loving loyalty. Loyalty is not enough. One 
may be loyal without lve—loyal simply to 
retain one’s own self-respect; but Ruth was 
loyalty plus love. The world has ever been 
in need of that kind of womanhood. Woman- 
hood minus loyalty is womanhood robbed of 
one of its brightest jewels. Loyalty that re- 
mains true in prosperity and adversity, in 
sickness and in health, in wealth and in 
poverty, through good report and through 
ill report. God give us loyal women like 
Ruth of old. 

Saturday. Miriam. Exod. 2:1-10. This 
instance in the life of Miriam illustrates 
the blessing of sisterly love and care. Many 
men owe much of their success in life, their 
high ideals of womanhood, their own noble 
traits of character to noble sisters. A 
sister has a great opportunity to aid in 
shaping the thoughts of her brothers and 
their attitudes toward womankind. The life 
of the sister may be of great importance in 
aiding the brother in his choice of a wife 
some day. And the consecrated Christian 
life of a sister has led many a man to ac- 
cept the Christ she loved and worshiped. 

Sunday. Martha and Mary. Luke 10: 
88-42. In these two sisters of the Bible we 
have portrayed two very different types of 
womanhood; Martha the careful, busy 
home-keeper, and Mary the devout mystic. 
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The world needs both and the world has ever 
had both and for this we should be devoutly 
thankful. The only criticism the Master 
made of Martha was that she permitted the 
cares of the home to occupy so large a place 
in her thought that they were in danger of 
crowding out the more important—the 
spiritual. The ideal Christian woman has 
the right balance between the two characer- 
istics. 

Esther. Esth. 4:1-17. Out from the pages 
of past history steps this noble, queenly 
queen of a woman. So far as the record of 
her life is given we find nothing to mar the 
vision of winsome, noble, lovable, self-sacrt- 
ficing, courageous womanhood. Esther was 
devoted to her people, devoted to her hus 
band, devoted to her God. Womanhood at 
its best always embodies these elements of 
character. 


By Way of Illustration 


Women are the poetry of the world in the 
same sense as the stars are the poetry of 
heaven. Clear, light-giving, harmonious, 
they are the terrestrial planets that rule the 
destinies of mankind.—Hargrace. 

It is said that Baodicea went into battle 
wearing the armor of a man; but she took 
pains to see that her hair floated about the 
steel links, that her followers might all 
know that she was a woman, though a war- 
rior. She knew the wonderful power of 
womanhood and made the most of it.—C. E. 
World. 

A young lady writing to me says she 
wants these fifteen things. They well de- 
serve our reflection: . 


1. The ability to analyze myself impartially, to 
know my faults as well as my virtues. 

2. The aptitude to adjust myself to my surround- 
ings; that is, never to seem ill at ease anywhere. 

3. The self-reliance that comes with a _ well- 
balanced body and mind. 

4. The power of seeming to be more interested in 
others than in myself. 

5. The mastery over my impul and ti 

6. The possession of an inspiring optimism and 
a healthy enthusiasm. 

a The possession of a well groomed body and 
mind. 

8. Tact, that is, doing and saying the right thing 
at the right time and in the right place. 

9. A knowledge of how to rest and radiate rest- 
fulness. 

10. The possession of charm both of mind and 
manner. 

11. The knowledge of how to clothe my body and 
thoughts becomingly and appropriately. 

12. The possession of physical, mental, and emo- 
tional poise. 

18. The desire for culture. 

14. A freedom from fear and self-consciousness. 

15. And last, a pleasing, cultured tone of voice and 


right language. 
—By Dr. Frank Crane. 





These are all fine as far as they go, but 
the young woman who might possess all 
these flowers of mental, cultural, aesthetic, 
social graces would lack the sweet perfume 
of life which a spirit touched by the Spirit 
of God would possess. 

There would be all the difference and vast- 
ly more, between her life and that of a 
Christian that would exist between a beau- 
pr statue and a living, loving, lovable 
girl. 


For Discussion 


What practical lesson from the life of Abigail? 
1 Samuel 25. 

What practical lessons do you find in the incident 
of Christ and the Samaritan woman? John 4. 

What practical lesson from Lot’s wife? 

What practical lesson from the life of Jezebel? 
1 Kings 16:31; 18:4; 19:2; 2 Kings 9:30. 

What lessons does Rhoda teach? Acts 12:5-17. 

What helpful lesson may we learn from Lydia? 
Acts 16:12-15. 

Do you think the style of a woman's dress affects, 
in any way, her character? 
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Marcia’s Consecrated Broom 
A Story 


BY ALBERT RAND 


shine Circle, and the faces of the four- 

teen girls were unusually sober as they 
gathered in a corner of the room to talk it 
over. 

“We haven’t lost Mildred, you know,” 
Grace Damon reminded gently. “She’s only 
going to act as our representative over there 
on the other side of the world. She’ll help 
scatter the sunshine that she has stored 
up here.” 

The others nodded solemnly. 

“Of course, that’s true enough,” Reba 
Hunt agreed gloomily. “I’m glad Mildred 
has such a chance, and I’m proud to think 
that it was in the Sunshine Circle that she 
received the inspiration that made her want 
to go. But it’s hard to think of trying to 
get along without her in the class. And, be- 
sides, China is such a long way off. I al- 
most wish she could have been contented to 
take a home missionary post in this coun- 
try. Then we might be able to see her once 
in awhile. But away over in China—” 

“Oh, come now,” put in Vesta Knight, 
blithely, “this will never do at all. Mildred 
would be terribly troubled if she could see 
our faces. Where is the old Sunshinc spir- 
it that we are so fond of talking about? Re- 
member, we are to See her off tomorrow, 
and our faces will have to be more cheer- 
ful than this. We must do our part, you 
know.” 

The Sunshine Circle girls echoed the 
thought with their lips, although they were 
finding it far from easy to feel the way 
they knew they ought to feel. Ever since 
Mildred had come home from that mission- 
ary conference the last year of the war 
she had known that she must go to China. 
And in all the time between she had been 
preparing, right at a near-by school where 
she could get home fairly often. 

All that time there had been a different 
spirit in the Sunshine Circle. While the 
girls were all proud of the fact that they 
were to have a representative on the far 
flung battle line of Christianity, yet they 
could not deny that there was a dread in 
their hearts at the moment of parting which 
must surely come. 

Now the moment was less than twelve 
hours away. The girls had done the last 
honor that they could for Mildred as a 
class before she left. The big reception for 
her had ended and the church was empty 
save for the members of the Sunshine Cir- 
cle, who seemed reluctant t° eave. 

The girls did not see the (x tr open and a 
quiet girl enter. Marcia Lane lived not far 
from the church, and because she badly 
needed the money was often hired by the 
various organizations of the church to 
straighten things out a bit and take care of 
the dishes after suppers. The committee in 
charge of this reception had hired her to 


Ts first break had come in the Sun- 


put the kitchen to rights, and she had just 
come in to attend the work. But first she 
gave a quick glance around the disordered 
room and decided to put things to rights 
there. With a broom she was quietly 
sweeping up the thickest of the dirt into a 
pile. The Sunshine girls, not noticing her, 
were still talking together over in their 
corner. Reba was talking now. 

“The thing that impresses me the most 
about all this,” she said, “is the fact that it 
makes the rest of us seem so useless around 
here. Even the best that we do in the 
class seems trivial beside Mildred’s great 
sacrifice. There appears to be so little that 
we can do. I feel as if I wanted to conse- 
crate myself to deeper service.” 

Marcia swept on, listening. She knew 
what the occasion was and just what the 
girls were talking about. In her associa- 
tion with the Sunshine Circle, and she had 
come in contact with them often in her 
present capacity, she had had a chance to 
pick up many things, and one of them was 
the idea of service. Probably the Sunshine 

* 








THE BUTTERFLY 


I HOLD you at last in my hand, 
Exquisite child of the air; 
Can I ever understand 
How you grew to be so fair? 








You came to this linden-tree 
To taste its delicious sweet, 

I sitting here in the shadow and shine 
Playing around its feet. 


Now I hold you fast in my hand, 
You marvelous butterfly, 

Till you help me to understand 
The eternal mystery. 


From that creeping thing in the dust 
To this shining bliss in the blue! 
God, give me courage to trust 
I can break my chrysalis, too! 
—Alice Freeman Palmer. 




















girls would have been greatly surprised had 
they suspected how they had sown uncon- 
sciously in this heart. 

Out in the kitchen, later, Marcia thought 
it over. 

“It’s easy enough for those girls to talk 
about consecrating themselves to service,” 
she said. “They have plenty to consecrate. 
Look at Vesta Knight with her money. She 
can be a wonderful help to the cause of 
missions. And then there’s Reba Hunt with 
her voice. There’s a place for that if she 
wants to consecrate it. Every one of those 
girls has something that can be used in the 
Master’s service. But look at me, I haven’t 
any more voice than a crow, and as for mon- 
ey I have none of it. All that I can do is 
push a broom and flourish a dishmop, and 
I need these to help me earn my living. I 
guess I’ll have to consecrate my broom.” 


JULY 9, 1925 


Marcia had spoken jokingly and she 
laughed softly to herself. But later, in her 
home, the words that she had spoken so 
lightly came back to her and she seemed to 
find that, after all, there was more than a 
joke to them. 

“Why not, after all?” she said. “I wonder 
if I can’t sweep to the glory of God? Is it 
such a joke?” 

Somewhere Marcia had read a line that 
had not made much impression on her at the 
time, but now it came back to her with 
great force: “All service ranks the same 
with God.” 

“TI wonder if it would be acceptable to 
him, my broom?” she went on. 

“I can’t see how, but it’s everything on 
earth that I can give, and I surely can give 
that. I'll have to trust him to find a way 
to use it.” 

The very fact that Marcia had conse- 
crated to the Master’s service the one thing 
that she could do, even though she was un- 
able to see how it could be of any use to 
the great Kingdom of God, gave her a feel- 
ing that she was having a part in the work 
that the Sunshine girls had set for them- 
selves. 

Marcia accepted the idea reverently, and 
when she next took up her broom to do the 
sweeping around the house she felt almost 
as if she were performing a religious cere- 
mony. Although she was always neat in 
her housework, it seemed when she finished 
as if the corners were a little bit cleaner 
and the floor a trifle brighter than it had 
ever been before. So she went on faithfully 
cherishing her idea. How the Sunshine Cir- 
cle would have laughed could they have 
guessed at the strange result of their con- 
versation! But they did not know. 

The winter days went on and Marcia’s 
life appeared to run along just as usual. It 
was the middle of January before the acci- 
dent happened that meant so much to her. 
In the middle of the forenoon on that day 
Marcia was startled by a scream and a 
crash just under the front-room window, it 
seemed. Hurrying to the window, she 
looked out and gave a cry of dismay. 

“That icy walk!” she reproached herself. 
“I’ve been so busy I didn’t have time to 
sand it myself, and the men haven’t been 
around yet. I wonder if she is seriously 
hurt.” 

A girl was lying there on the sidewalk in 
front of the house where she had slipped 
and fallen. She tried to get up once and 
then fell back. Marcia could see that her 
face was very white. Without stopping to 
put on a wrap, she hurried out. Others had 
reached the girl first, however, and lifted 
her to her feet. She did not seem seriously 
injured, only badly shaken up. 

“Let me help you into the house,” offered 
Marcia, hurrying forward and feeling some- 
what guilty, as if she herself were to blame 
for the accident. The girl agreed, and, tak- 
ing Marcia’s arm, made her way into the 
house. There Marcia helped her on to the 
couch, where she sank down gratefully. 

(Continued on page eighteen) 
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The Children 


Chums 


He lives acrost the street from us 
An‘ ain’t as big as me; 

His mother takes in washin’, ’cuz 
They’re poor as they can be. 

But every night he brings his slate, 
An’ ’en I do his sums ‘ 

An’ help him get his lessons straight, 
’Cuz him an’ me is chums. 


He fell an’ hurt hi’self one day 
The summer before last, 
An’ ’at’s what makes him limp ’at way 
An’ don’t grow very fast. 
So w’en I got a piece of pie 
Or maybe nuts or plums, 
I always give him some, ’cuz I 
Get lots, an’ we are chums. 


But my! his mother’s awful queer; 
’Cuz w’en we’re home again, 

She wipes her eyes—a great big tear— 
An’ says: “God bless you, Ben! 

Th’ Lord will bless you all your days 
W’en the great judgment comes.” 

But I say I don’t need no praise, 
’Cuz him and me is chums. _. 

—J. W. Foley. 


Leading a Dog’s Life 

NCE a dog enlists in the American navy, 

he signs up for permanent enlistment, 
according to a veteran warrant officer writ- 
ing in Our Animals, who explains that even 
‘those who have been left ashore in a foreign 
port always manage to find a berth on an- 
other American vessel and inevitably find 
the way back to their proper ship. 

“Often through miscalculation on the 
part of an animal as to the duration of his 
shore leave,” he states, “he finds when he 
undertakes to return to his ship that his 
vessel has left shore. Under similar circum- 
stances a human being would take the first 
opportunity offered to continue his voyage, 
regardless of the colors under which the 
chance might come, but to an American 
dog it is the Stars and Stripes or nothing. 

“That dog will stay where he is until he 
sees another vessel of the United States 
navy. It may be months before this hap- 
pens, and in the meantime he may be for- 
forn and friendless in a strange land, but 
he is true to his colors. Ships of other na- 
tions and even vessels of the United States 
merchant trade may offer him a home and 
transport, but the dog recognizes the fa- 
miliar uniforms of his buddies, the Ameri- 
can sailors. When such a ship enters port, 
he claims it as his own and settles down to 
renewed enjoyment of the navy routine. 

“During a South Pacific cruise on the 
battleship South Dakota one time we picked 
up a lonesome dog at Callao, Peru. Some 
of the boys recognized him as a pet of long 
service on the old Washington. It was 
known that the Washington had not been in 
the port of Callao for three or four months, 
and it was also known that the South 
Dakota was the first ship of the navy to 
enter the harbor since the other vessel’s 
visit. The dog took the first boat from the 
dock to the battleship and attached himself 
to our ship’s company as if he knew he was 
where he belonged. 


“The animal was with us for six or eight 
months. During that time he would go 
ashore with landing parties at every port, 
but he took no chances of being left behind 
a second time. He was always ahead of 
time at the dock, and as soon as he would 
see one of our boats he would jump aboard 
and return to the ship. We mixed with 
a lot of naval vessels during the cruise, and 
the boys often tried to coax him to go 
aboard another ship, but he stuck to the 
South Dakota. 

“After the cruise we landed at Mare Is- 
land Navy Yard, San Francisco, and there 
for the first time we were port neighbors 
with the Washington, the dog’s former 
vessel. Then and there we lost our dog. It 
had been nearly a year since he had been 
aboard the Washington, but that made no 
difference. He recognized his old home and 
his old buddies and promptly claimed his 
former quarters. His yelps of delight when 
he trotted aboard the Washington were 
something to think about.” 


A Mother Squirrel Rescues Her Babies 
O you like pets? Most boys and girls do. 
But do your pets enjoy you? Probably 

not, if they are squirrels and wild birds and 
other animals that are used to a free exist- 
ence. 

Samuel Scoville, Jr., writing in the May 
St. Nicholas, describes the robbing of a 
squirrel’s nest by a well meaning but en- 
thusiastic pet hunting boy, and how the 
mother squirrel rescued her family. 

One hot noon hour Leete Nickerson es- 
caped to the pines from a near-by farm. 
Leete was fourteen years old and special- 
ized in pets. Wherefore the Nickerson 
homestead was gladdened by the presence 
of twenty-two turtles, one woodchuck, and 
four tame crows. Today, as the boy passed 
the squirrel-home, he saw the old squirrel 
come out and heard the drowsy chirps of 
her family as they settled down for a mid- 
day nap. A minute later, Leete had shinned 
up the tree and was stuffing his cap into the 
hole. Suddenly there was a scrambling and 
a scrabbling below him, and, scuttling up the 
trunk, came Mother Squirrel, her big brown 
eyes round and pathetic, her ears pricked up, 
and every inch of her taut body quivering. 
Forgetting her fear of humans in her anxie- 
ty for her babies, she rushed right up the 
boy’s startled back, and only went down the 
other side of the tree when she found the 
hole blocked. Breaking off a long twig, 
Leete split one end and poked it around at 
the bottom of the hole until he felt some- 
thing tangled in the slit. When he pulled 
the stick out, the end of a fluffy tail ap- 
peared; and a second later, a squealing, 
frightened little squirrel was being pulled 
out of the hole tail foremost, to be tied up in 
the sleeve of a shirt which Leete had 
thoughtfully removed in preparation for 
just such an emergency. 

One by one the others were hauled out and 
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wrapped up in a kicking, whimpering bundle, 
while Mother Squirrel raced frantically up 
and down the trunk and followed the boy 
through the tree tops nearly to the farm- 
house. There Leete put his captives for 
safe-keeping in a box, over which he nailed 
rough slats, and left them in a corner of the 
kitchen. In the middle of the night he was 
awakened by noises which seemed to come 
from the cage of his new pets and reached 
the kitchen just in time to see Mother Squir- 
rel disappear through an open window 
carrying one of her babies gripped gentl: 
in her teeth by the soft skin of his rour 
little body. She had come all the war 
from the pines, gnawed a hole betwern. © 

i Sd 
slats, and, unable to persuade her fie ot 
brave the dangers of the dark, was carry- 
ing them out one by one. By the time Leete 
had reached the box, the little wild-folk 
mother had rescued all but one of her chil- 
dren. This one grew up a tame squirrel 
instead of a wild one. He had plenty to 
eat and drink and a whirling wheel on 
which to play, yet he often longed for the 
sound of the wind in the tree tops, the sway 
and the surge of the branches, and the free 
life under sun and stars which tame crea- 
tures, whether they be squirrels or humans, 
have lost.—Selected. 


Two Faces 
AVE you ever seen a person who had two 
faces? I have seen such people. These 
strange folk can change their faces when- 
ever they wish. 

One girl I met first at Sunday-school and 
then visiting among her friends. The face 
she had on at these times was sweet and 
kind, so that I thought her a very pretty 
girl. I supposed that she always wore such 
a face, for people are supposed to have only 
one. But one day I went to her house, and 
just think! She had on a face that was 
so ugly and cross-looking I hardly knew 
her. She changed quickly, but not before I 
saw it. If she had worn that face out in 
company, no one would have liked her; but 
I learned that it was her home face. 


A little boy I know has the finest face, all 
smiles and sunshine, that he puts on when- 
ever he can have his own way. But just let 
some one cross him in anything, and in- 
stantly he puts on a face covered over with 
pouts and frowns. 

Another boy I knew had one face that 
he used when he worked and a very different 
face that he wore when he played. His work 
face was long and the corners of the mouth 
drew down. It made him look very un- 
happy. And to look at him made mamma 
sad. But his play face, which he put on 
when he could play ball or go fishing, was 
so round and smiling that you would think 
him the happiest boy anywhere. 

I know a man who had two faces when 
he was a boy, but now he has just one, and 
it is the ugly face. That is the way all these 
two-faced people get. I would rather have 
just one smiling face and wear it all the 
time—Source Unknown. 
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Marcia’s Consecrated Broom 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE SIXTEEN] 

A swift examination showed that there 
was no serious injury, and presently the 
color began to come back into the girl’s face. 

“I guess I was more scared than hurt, 
anyway,” she said. Then she looked at 
Marcia with frank appraisal. Finding her 
inspection satisfactory, she let her eyes rove 
around the room approvingly. Marcia on 
her part could see that the girl must be 
rather well-to-do, for she was richly dressed. 
But there was a restless, discontented look 
to her eyes. Presently the girl spoke. 

“How neat and clean it is here,” she said 
smmendingly. “I’ve had a glimpse of two 
up he»e other houses along here and they 
look fzr from promising. How do you con- 
trive to make it so homelike?” 

Marcia might have been offended, fo? 
there was a strong note of patronage in the 
girl’s tone. But she gave a short laugh. 

“It must be due to my consecrated broom, 
I guess,” she said. Then she bit her lip. 
She had not intended to say anything about 
that. While it seemed sensible enough to 
her, other folks would no doubt think it 
silly. But now that it was out Marcia saw 
that she must go on and explain. The girl 
was staring at her, completely puzzled. 

“Consecrated broom!” she repeated. 
“What on earth can you mean by that?” 

With an embarrassed laugh Marcia ex- 
plained about the Sunshine Circle and their 
consecrating their talents, and how she, not 
being gifted, had dedicated the only thing 
she had to the cause. When she had fin- 
ished she looked at the girl apprehensively, 
expecting a laugh. But none came. In- 
stead, there spread over the girl’s face a 
look so serious that Marcia was alarmed by 
it. Fearing something was wrong, she got 
to her feet. 

“What is the matter?” she cried. 
you ill?” 

“No, no; just a sudden twinge of pain,” 
she explained. “I—I happened to think 
that I have an errand to do. I thank you 
for letting me stay here, but I’m all right 
now. Good-by.” 

And before Marcia could say anything 
more the girl was gone. For some time 
Marcia puzzled over the strange manner of 
her leaving and wondered what had hap- 
pened to her. Gradually, however, she for- 
got about it as time went on. 

It was three months later, when the 
spring buds were bursting on the trees, that 
Marcia saw the girl again. This time she 
was out in the yard cleaning up the debris 
left by the vanished snow, when she turned 
at a step on the sidewalk. There stood the 
stranger girl of the winter. 

Marcia recognized her at once and nodded 
brightly. 

“The ice is gone new, so there won’t be 
any danger of your slipping again,” she 
said. 

The girl answered with another smile, a 
smile that transfigured her face. 

“No, there’s no danger of my slipping 
again, ever,” she said. At the tone Marcia 


“Are 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


looked at her sharply. There was that in 
the way the girl spoke that made her listen- 
er feel that there was something deeper in- 
volved than a mere fall on the ice. The 
girl read her look of inquiry. _ 


“Yes,” she said, “I want to tell you about 
it. You saved me from something worse 
than a fall on the ice that day. I was dis- 
couraged and was slipping away from the 
worth-while things of life. I had reached 
the point where nothing seemed to satisfy 
me, and I didn’t see that there was anything 
in life that was worth living for. When 
you told me that story about those Sunshine 
Circle girls and that consecrated broom of 
yours, I suddenly saw how useless my life 
was and how I was wasting my opportuni- 
ties and throwing away my talents. For 
two months now I have been preparing for 
home mission work in one of the big city 
missions. And it is all due to that broom 
of yours.” 


JULY 9, 1925 


Marcia hardly knew what sort of a reply 
she made. For suddenly the world had 
turned all rosy about her and her heart was 
singing. It seemed as if her cup of joy were 
full. But there was room for even more, it 
seemed. 

It was just a year later that Marcia re- 
ceived a letter which she read and reread 
and then put away carefully among her 
precious treasures. It was from a distant 
city, and the part that Marcia put in red 
letters in her heart was this: 


“Every night since I have been here I 
have told the story of your consecrated 
broom, and I can not begin to tell you how 
many lives have been helped by it. Last 
night a girl came to me and said that 
through listening to its repetition she had 
been inspired to dedicate her life to mission 
work in China. So you see God can use 
even a humble broom to his glory when we 
dedicate it to him.—Young People. 


From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND 
York and Cumberland Conference 


Saco, Maine, June 27—During the fall of 
1923, Elder Zebulun Knight, who was at that 
time pastor of the North Saco Christian 
Church, began to fail rapidly in health. At 
the same time, while pastor of the M. E. 
Church at Scarboro, Maine, I was asked by 
him to assist in supplying the pulpit. This 
I did during the remainder of his illness, and 
on through the winter of the same year. We 
enjoyed preaching for this people, first be- 
cause there was a strong response to the mes- 
sage of the gospel, thus inspiring the preach- 
en to goj as far into the kingdom as possible 
and discovering good things bring them on 
Sunday for the benefit of the hungry and 
thirsty after righteousness to cheer the 
hearts weighted with the multiplicity of mod- 
ern day burdens, and to inspire all to seek 
the Kingdom of God first, last, and always. 


YY GG WW, MEU?>''i"F=!»Er9y iw 


SUNBEAMS 


yrs sunbeams shining through the 
trees, 

And dancing on the grass, 

And sunbeams toying with the breeze, 
That sings and hurries past. 

It’s sunbeams on the lonely road, 
And sunbeams in the park, 

That rob dull trouble of his load, 
And shut away the dark. 


It's sunbeams smiling from the sky, 
And skipping on the floor, 

And sunbeams running swiftly by 
To knock upon some door, 

Or glimmer on some window-pane, 
Or touch some friendless soul; 

That rid the earth of sorrow’s rain, 
And make sad hearts seem whole! 


It's sunbeams—like a joyous band— 
That touch us with delight, 
That seem as gentle as a hand, 

That make dim corners bright. 
Just sunbeams, slender shafts of gold, 
That soothe and heal and bless, 

That bring to us a charm untold, 
And endless happiness! 
—By Margaret E. Sangster, in 
The Christian Herald. 
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As the Sundays came and went a strong tie 
of Christian love was cemented between this 
church and the writer, the result of which 
was expressed in a call to become their pas- 
tor during the summer of 1924. 

The call was accepted and the first Sunday 
in May, 1925, found wife and myself on the 
job. North Saco is a rural charge. We are 
seven miles from the city proper, isolated 
from trolley and railroad lines, stores, and 
churches. But we have that wonderful and 
glorious asset that the city has not, namely, 
violet covered hills, flower bedecked fields, 
the sight and perfume of which is wafting 
through the open window now as I write, fill- 
ing me with visions of Jesus as he walked 
through the fields and lanes of Galilee, 
preaching to simple folks, who listened to 
him as “One having authority and not as the 
Scribes.” The parsonage is quite large, and 
when arriving was almost bare of furniture, 
but when the community discovered the need, 
the response was immediate. At this writing 
the parlor, sitting room, dining room, and 
four bedrooms are all furnished, and some of 
them papered and painted. On Sunday, June 
7, the pastor was installed. Rev. N. M. 
Heikes, of Freedom, N. H., was present and 
gave the charge to the pastor. Pastors of the 
Baptist churches at Saco and Biddeford gave 
the charges to the people and the address of 
welcome. Almost every seat was filled at this 
service. 

Every Sunday has seen an increase in at- 
tendance and interest. People who have not 
been accustomed to attend service are becom- 
ing interested. We are praying that as a re- 
sult of this, men and women, boys and girls 
shall be born into the kingdom and become 
active members of the church. The pastor 
has a class of young men, recently organized 
and called the Heath Class. There are at 
present thirteen, not by any means an un- 
lucky number, for they are all alive and 
anxious to be of moral and spiritual benefit 
to the church and community. The Sunday 
Church School is on the mend and gaining. 
A number of young women are awakened and 
are ready to organize. Mrs. Rideout will be 
their teacher. A word of comment is due to 
the noble way the Church and School have 
kept alive and in a certain way prospered 
during the length of time in which there was 
no pastor. Their courage and spirit of ag- 
gressiveness are due to the fact that they be- 
lieve that God lives and all is well. 

Geo. A. Rideout. 
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Rockingham Conference 
Kittery Point, Me., July 1—The exterior of 
our church has been greatly improved by a 
coat of paint which was put on by the men 
of the parish in their spare hours. — The 
regular session of our official board met at 
the parsonage Monday evening, June 29. The 
regular business was transacted and work for 
the future talked over. — Rev. and Mrs. 
C. W. Corey, of Springvale, Me., were the 
guests of Rev. and Mrs. Turner recently at- 
tending our C. E. service where they were 
cordially welcomed by all, and their help and 
enthusiasm were enjoyed and appreciated. — 
A social gathering to be held at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Fred Don is planned for 

Thursday evening, July 2.—Amee. 


ILLINOIS 


Du Quoin, June 29—I just returned from 
Carters Temple filling my appointment. The 
church seems to be in good spirits and a band 
of faithful and loyal people are working orf 
their new church building. They are expect- 
ing to have the new building completed by 
the next regular preaching time, the third 
Sunday in July. Since the storm we have 
been holding our services in a dwelling house. 
We want to thank the different churches and 
people that have helped us to rebuild this 
church.—Florence Scarber, Pastor, 


Olney, June 25—A great day was staged by 
Elder Bennett last Saturday at Wabash. He 
sought to boost the work there. It was the 
twentieth anniversary of the church basket 
dinner in the grove, and neighboring churches 
.went in and helped. It was my privilege to 
be present, having held services at Bethsadia 
the evening before. The church joined with 
Wabash in the celebration. — We took six- 
teen from the Bethsadia Church to the 
Wabash River close by in the afternoon for 
baptism. Rev. J. Clark, Rev. Paul Piersall 
and Uncle John Snyder were also present and 
helped. — Pastor Bradbury’s work at Sumner 
is moving up in interest and attendance. — 
We are to put on a week’s Vacation Bible 
School at Mt. Olive the first week in July. — 
Brother Piersall reports fine services at all 
his points with interest growing. It was our 
special privilege to attend the prayer meet- 
ing at Sumner this week. Elder Bell was 
leader—a fine meeting.—Alvin O. Jacobs. 


Urbana, June 23—The past few weeks have 
been full of rich blessings to me, though not 
unmingled with discouragements, chiefly 
sickness in our immediate family. I shall 
long remember the fine fellowship which we 
enjoyed at the Summer Institute, May 21 and 
22. Through the hearty co-operation of all 
the brethren present, and our wide-awake 
missionary women, God lifted it out of the 
slough of despond where it began the first 
day, up until we almost felt, as was ex- 
pressed, that we were in the third heaven, — 
On the fifth Sunday of May we enjoyed a 
great day in our old home community, at the 
old church which shall always be deaf to our 
hearts. This was Home-coming Day at 
Prairie Hope, Central Illinois Conference, and 
we were much pleased to see the splendid 
spirit of co-operation and progress which is 
being manifested there under the efficient 
leadership of Rev. J. E. Fry as pastor. This 
event will also be long remembered. — On 
June 6, we returned to our work after two 
weeks’ vacation, filling our appointment at 
Hopewell Church June 7. They gave us a 
real treat at our evening service, it being 
given over to children’s exercises. The 
church was fittingly decorated and the chil- 
dren and young people put on a splendid 
program before a large audience estimated 
at least four hundred people. All seemed to 
enjoy the hour to the fullest extent. Hope- 
well Church is catching a vision and moving 
out in the strength of the Lord. May God 
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need is thoroughly realized. 





The Rural Church 
i 
The Hon. Wm. M. Jardine, Secretary of Agriculture, has said: 


HE rural church, however, is showing little inclination to recognize the 

necessity of readjustment in its relations with rural people. 
church expects to hold and serve the farmers from now on it must also come 
to a sound economic basis and develop unified organization. 
this, the farmers themselves will in their business activities be practicing a 
saner religion than they learn from the church. Permanent influence on the 
part of the rural church means new leadership and bigger leadership than it 
has had in the last quarter century. 
churches and the development in some form of a church for the community. 
I do not presume to outline the form of such a church or the process by which -*, 
it may be developed. I assume that there is sufficient Christian statesmanshi 
in that field, nationally and locally, to develop methods and forms, once the 


This would take funds—but is it not possible that there is now enough 
money being wasted in home mission fields in needless duplication of work by 
competing churches to furnish more than adequate support for well-placed 
community churches, headed by men trained especially for the rural ministry 
and alive to rural problems? It is a real question in my mind if it would not 
pay the national leaders from eastern headquarters of our churches to make 
ai investment of church funds on some kind of interdenominational basis to 
launch such a movement in the Southwest now while the people are in need 
and where there is a real and immediate service to be rendered. The oppor- 
tunity is at hand for a broad, unhampered church to conduct a forward 
movement by translating religion into terms of practical life, especially in 
helping to solve the problems of farm people and aiding them to attain the 
happiness which is the mark of true religion.—T he Congregationalist. 


If the rural 


If it does not do 


It means also the unifying of rural 


ir 
Sate 








continue to bless and inspire her. — On June 
8 I had the very great privilege of attend- 
ing that wonderful banquet in the gymnasium 
of old U. C. C.. It would be hard to express 
the joy, enthusiasm, and spirit of progress 
which walked among us that evening. — On 
the evening of June 9 we began a revival at 
Mt. Olive Church, Western Indiana Confer- 
ence, which proved to be a season of spiritual 
uplift to the church. They felt their need 
and worked and prayed that such might be 
supplied. Much deep conviction was evident, 
but none had the courage to step out during 
the eleven services, though we feel sure seed 
was sown that will bear fruit. The spiritual 
life of the church was greatly deepened. In 
eight days we read 32,000 Bible verses, and at 
no service more than thirty readers reported. 
— June 20 found us with our charge at South 
Bend, south of Oblong, Illinois, where we 
again enjoyed a splendid program, given by 
the children on Sunday evening to another 
large crowd. There were just forty numbers 
on the program, which was well delivered and 
well received. A collection of $9.43 was re- 
ceived for home missions. The church had 
just enlarged the pulpit a few days before 


‘this service in order to make room for such 


services and also to provide a more suitable 
place for the choir. The church has material 
on hand for a new primary room, which will 
be installed in the near future. — June 22 
we returned to Merom, only to find there 
awaiting us a message calling us back to 
Urbana, Ill., where the present writing finds 
us. The message contained the news of the 
very serious illness of a dear relative which 
terminated in an operation Tuesday morning, 
just after I arrived, and from which we are 
glad to say she is apparently recovering. — 
I am glad to read in The Herald the splen- 
did reports from the various fields, and am 
only sorry that I have neglected sending in 
the good news from my part of the vine- 
yard. We hope to attend the Pastors’ School 


at Defiance, if the Lord is willing. We be- 
gin our special meetings and Daily Vaca- 
tion Bible School at South Bend Church July 
20. Brother Geeding is to be our helper. 
Prayer for us.—Carey Christy, Pastor. 


Louisville, July 1—Last Sunday was one of 
the greatest days of my life in church work. 
The Bethlehem Church has been raising a 
fund through the Sunday-school classes, to be 
used to repair the church house. The close 
of each quarter the classes have competed for 
the banner of attendance and collection. Class 
No. 2 won in both attendance and collection. 
There were nine men that never missed a 
time in the whole quarter. They won on 
collection with a bumper offering Sunday 
morning of over $700. Class No. 1, the old 
men’s class, with an offering of over $500, and 
the other classes made a total offering Sun- 
day morning of over $1300. It brought great 
inspiration to all. The attendance of 114, in 
the Sunday-school shows a great increase 
over last year. Plans are now being made to 
let the contract for repairing the house at 
once as nearly $2,000 is now in the bank to 
begin with. — Our baptizing Sunday after- 
noon also added to the day’s interest. Brother 
Harlan Baker and wife, of the Pleasant View 
Church. motored down to be with us at the 
baptizing. It is great to do church work 
when such inspiration attends your efforts. 
I do not take the credit for all this. First, we 
should always give the glory to God; second, 
the local leadership is good. These are ex- 
cellent helps and great results always follow 
great efforts —John Baughman, Pastor. 


Rinard, June 29—Last fourth Sunday I 
filled my regular appointment at Sandy Creek 
Church, west of Newton. The services were 
somewhat hindered by the rainy weather. But 
Sunday morning we had a good service. The 
interest in the work seems to be growing 
and we are encouraged in our labors there. 
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— Brother Clark and Rev. A. H. Bennett were 
through this community recently enlisting 
financial support for the rebuilding of the 
Carters Temple Church which was destroyed 
by the tornado. Surely we ought to get be- 
hind those people and cheer them along by 
giving them our support.—Lowell Laughlin. 
INDIANA 

Haubstadt, June 25—The Sunday-school is 
progressing nicely under the efficient leader- 
ship of Mrs. A. L. Redman. She has a splen- 
did corps of teachers and a seven-piece or- 
chestra. The school put on a play recently 
for Children’s Day. This Church will enter- 
tain the next session of the Southern Indiana 
Conference. My work will close here at the 
end of the conference year, making three 
years. I don’t know who my successor will 
be. The work at Hord, Illinois, is moving 
along, the Sunday-school nearing the one 
hundred mark. James Moody is superintend- 
«nt. There have been twenty-five accessions 
to the church since I took charge last fall. 
— The second Sunday of this month was a 
busy day for me, as I preached at eleven a. m., 
then went to the home of Brother Addison 
Wilson where I married his daughter Rovilla 
to Charles Snyder, the son of Rev. J. W. 
Snyder. At two-thirty p. m. we met at the 
Little Wabash River and buried sixteen in 
baptism. Hord has an opportunity of making 
a strong rural church, as there are no 
churches close, making a large community in 
which to work. They need to install a pastor 
for full time. This church wifl entertain the 
Illinois Conference the latter part of August. 
— The latter part of the winter I assisted 
Rev. A. H. Bennett in a meeting at Wabash 
church which resulted in eight accessions to 
the church. The church was revived and 
called Brother Bennett as pastor for the re- 
mainder of the year. — I went to Louisville 
for special meeting, and was assisted by 
Revs. Baughman and Bennett. This meeting 
resulted in four accessions to the church. 
Louisville is a county seat town and needs 
some one to look after them. They have a 
good Sunday-school and Ladies’ Aid. Met 
Rev. Chas. Chitty, pastor of Cottage Home. 
He reports good services. I hear Rev. F. G. 
Bell has been called to pastor Bethsaida, 
Southern Indiana. Bethsaida is a live church 
with a working force. Brethren, pray for 
us.—C. N. Mahan, Pastor. 


Linden, June 29—The First Christian 
Church of this place is moving forward nicely 
under the efficient pastorate of Rev. Lester T. 
Proctor, of Chicago. A banquet and reception 
for the new members who united with the 
church early in the spring was given in the 
church Saturday evening, June 20. Short 
talks were made by the pastor Rev. L. T. 
Proctor, and Rev. C. M. McClure, pastor of 
the Methodist Church of this place, also by 
members of various organizations of the 
church. We feel such gatherings are of great 
value to the church. — Sunday, June 7, an 
excellent program was given by the children. 
We are certainly proud of them and feel much 
credit is due them, also Mrs. E. W. Nelson, 
who had the training of the children. On 
Wednesday, June 17, the annual missionary 
Cradle Roll was held in the church audi- 
troium. An interesting program was given 
by the mothers. A number of babies and 
friends were present. — Brother Proctor has 
organized a Christian Endeavor society which 
is doing splendid work. — On Sunday evening, 
June 28, we had the pleasure of hearing the 
Men’s Bible Chorus of Crawfordsville, Indiana. 
Through the efforts of our superintendent, 
Mr. J. M. Campbell, this chorus, composed of 
twenty men, gave a sacred concert to a large 
and appreciative audience.—Minnie L. Parker. 


MISSOURI 
Pleasant Grove, June 29—This week found 
us working in the service. We had twenty- 
seven out to the prayer meeting Thursday 
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evening. A good prayer meeting is the or at the end of the course, some would say: 


stepping-stone for a good Sunday-school and 
church. We ask for your prayers that our 
church and business life may be a success.— 
M. J. Doan, Pastor. 


PENNSYLVANIA 

Everett, June 25—Dr. W. P. Fletcher, Field 
Secretary of the Department of Christian 
Education, recently spent three weeks with us 
in intensive leadership training institutes. 
The institutes were very successful and the 
work done by Dr. Fletcher was of a very high 
order. In almost every instance, near the. end 


“If I had only known what the course would 
mean I would have been there every time.” 
This work has created a real hunger for the 
proper kind of training, and several classes 
have already been organized to carry on the 
work. Any church or conference can con- 
sider itself fortunate to have Dr. Fletcher 
with it. — The third quarterly conference 
was held at Pleasant Grove, May 20 and 21. 
It was well attended and three addresses by 
Mrs. Howsare were especially well received. 
The annual Christian Education Convention 
of the conference was held at the Cedar Grove 
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Church, June 12 and 13. The attendance and 
interest were good. Dr. W. P. Fletcher was 
present throughout and made a valuable con- 
tribution to the program by his addresses 
and council. A young people’s rally was held 
Friday evening in connection with the con- 
vention. Young people’s work was organized 
and arrangements were made for a much 
larger rally in connection with our annual 
conference. — Rev. Charles Beard, of Martins- 
burg, West Virginia, is assisting Rev. A. R. 
Garland, pastor, at the Jerusalem Church in 
a revival meeting. Good attendance and 
interest are reported. Brother Garland, who 
has been suffering for some weeks with an 
injured knee, is somewhat better at this time. 
He can now get around slowly without his 
crutches. — Rev. L. A. DuVall, pastor of Dis- 
trict No. 4, is pushing his work with the 
usual amount of zeal. He expects to attend 
the Pastors’ School at Defiance beginning 
July 7. Rev. H. W. May and the writer ex- 
pect to attend the Pastors’ School also. — 
Rev. W. M. Jay, D. D., pastor at Everett, and 
Mr. A. F. Foor, president of the conference, 
assisted Brother DuVall in an all-day service 
at the Prosperity Church, Sunday, June 21. 
The writer supplied the Everett Church in 
the absence of Dr. Jay. — The Everett 
Church is holding its Daily Vacation Bible 
School at present. An attendance of sixty 
was reported the first day. Four who took 
the leadership training work under Dr. 
Fletcher this spring are teaching in the 
D. V. B. S. Miss Holland, of Virginia, who 
is visiting with Rev. Jay and family, is also 
ably assisting in the school.—A. W. Sparks, 
Field Secretary. 


OHIO 

Covington, June 29—Sunday, June 28, wit- 
nessed another happy time at the old North 
Clayton Church. A number of invitations had 
been sent out for a home-coming and all-day 
meeting. Seventy-three were present in the 
Sunday-school that morning, after which 
Evangelist J. F. Jacquenim, of Piqua, 
preached a splendid sermon from the text, 
“In the beginning was the Word.” An in- 
teresting letter was then read from Miss 
Mellie Swank, of Marion, Ohio, a former resi- 
dent at North Clayton. At the noon hour over 
sixty partook of the sumptuous dinner served 
in the basement. In the afternoon Rev. A. 
B. Houseman, a former pastor at North Clay- 
ton, preached an inspiring sermon, after 
which the sacred rite of communion was ob- 
served. Just before the afternoon services 
closed, two young ladies and their three little 
brothers, united with the church and were 
welcomed in with a glad hand of fellow- 
ship by the members. In the evening Evan- 
gelist Jacquemin preached another good ser- 
mon from the twenty-third psalm. At the 
close of the evening’s services a gray-haired 
lady and her young granddaughter united 
with the church, making seven in all who 
were taken in as members of the Clayton 
Church that day. It was a time of happy re- 
joicing for all, and a home-coming that will 
long be remembered by every one present. An 
offering of nearly twenty-five dollars was re- 
ceived during the day for the expenses of the 
church.—Mrs. Grace Bowman. 


Gallipolis, June 27—The Sunday-school at 
Bulaville Christian Church is moving along 
nicely. The Christian Endeavor society is 
making fine progress, with the young people 
taking the lead and they have shown that 
they are capable of doing real things. — 
Memorial Day was observed in a very fitting 
manner. Rev. L. L. Roush, of the M. E. 
Church, Rutland, delivered a wonderful 
message here recently. We are always glad 
to have him with us. Brother Roush, in his 
quiet way, impressed us in a manner which 
we are sure will be lasting. We have been 
without a pastor the past year, yet we have 
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had several good sermons by ministers of 
different denominations. — Plans are now 
under way for our usual Home Mission offer- 
ing. The young folks are also raising some 
money for the Aged Ministers’ Home. We 
are glad to note that Rev. Samuel Lewis, of 
Bladen, who has been very sick is now on the 
road to recovery. Bulaville has extended a 
call to Rev. W. E. Ewing, of Lebanon, our 
former pastor, asking for his return to this 
place the coming year. Brother Ewing made 
many sincere friends during the fifteen years 


he was with us; and a cordial welcome is ever 
his by both young and old throughout this 
community.—Mrs. George Hern, Church Clerk. 

Highland and East Middleton, June 25—On 
June 14, at East Middleton, eight persons 
showed their faith in the fundamental truth 
of our religion by being buried with Christ in 
baptism, showing his burial and resurrection. 
The church has regular preaching on the 
second and fourth Sundays of the month. 
The Sunday-school and prayer meeting are a 
great help to the community. — The High- 
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— Brother Clark and Rev. A. H. Bennett were 
through this community recently enlisting 
financial support for the rebuilding of the 
Carters Temple Church which was destroyed 
by the tornado. Surely we ought to get be- 
hind those people and cheer them along by 
giving them our support.—Lowell Laughlin. 
INDIANA 

Haubstadt, June 25—The Sunday-school is 
progressing nicely under the efficient leader- 
ship of Mrs. A. L. Redman. She has a splen- 
did corps of teachers and a seven-piece or- 
chestra. The school put on a play recently 
for Children’s Day. This Church will enter- 
tain the next session of the Southern Indiana 
Conference. My work will close here at the 
end of the conference year, making three 
years. I don’t know who my successor will 
be. The work at Hord, Illinois, is moving 
along, the Sunday-school nearing the one 
hundred mark. James Moody is superintend- 
nt. There have been twenty-five accessions 
to the church since I took charge last fall. 
— The second Sunday of this month was a 
busy day for me, as I preached at eleven a. m., 
then went to the home of Brother Addison 
Wilson where I married his daughter Rovilla 
to Charles Snyder, the son of Rev. J. W. 
Snyder. At two-thirty p. m. we met at the 
Little Wabash River and buried sixteen in 
baptism. Hord has an opportunity of making 
a strong rural church, as there are no 
churches close, making a large community in 
which to work. They need to install a pastor 
for full time. This church wifl entertain the 
Illinois Conference the latter part of August. 
— The latter part of the winter I assisted 
Rev. A. H. Bennett in a meeting at Wabash 
church which resulted in eight accessions to 
the church. The church was revived and 
called Brother Bennett as pastor for the re- 
mainder of the year. — I went to Louisville 
for special meeting, and was assisted by 
Revs. Baughman and Bennett. This meeting 
resulted in four accessions to the church. 
Louisville is a county seat town and needs 
some one to look after them. They have a 
good Sunday-school and Ladies’ Aid. Met 
Rev. Chas. Chitty, pastor of Cottage Home. 
He reports good services. I hear Rev. F. G. 
Bell has been called to pastor Bethsaida, 
Southern Indiana. Bethsaida is a live church 
with a working force. Brethren, pray for 
us.—C. N. Mahan, Pastor. 

Linden, June 29—The First Christian 
Church of this place is moving forward nicely 
under the efficient pastorate of Rev. Lester T. 
Proctor, of Chicago. A banquet and reception 
for the new members who united with the 
church early in the spring was given in the 
church Saturday evening, June 20. Short 
talks were made by the pastor Rev. L. T. 
Proctor, and Rev. C. M. McClure, pastor of 
the Methodist Church of this place, also by 
members of various organizations of the 
church. We feel such gatherings are of great 
value to the church. — Sunday, June 7, an 
excellent program was given by the children. 
We are certainly proud of them and feel much 
credit is due them, also Mrs. E. W. Nelson, 
who had the training of the children. On 
Wednesday, June 17, the annual missionary 
Cradle Roll was held in the church audi- 
troium. An interesting program was given 
by the mothers. A number of babies and 
friends were present. — Brother Proctor has 
organized a Christian Endeavor society which 
is doing splendid work. — On Sunday evening, 
June 28, we had the pleasure of hearing the 
Men’s Bible Chorus of Crawfordsville, Indiana. 
Through the efforts of our superintendent, 
Mr. J. M. Campbell, this chorus, composed of 
twenty men, gave a sacred concert to a large 
and appreciative audience.—Minnie L. Parker. 


MISSOURI 
Pleasant Grove, June 29—This week found 
us working in the service. We had twenty- 
seven out to the prayer meeting Thursday 
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evening. A good prayer meeting is the 
stepping-stone for a good Sunday-school and 
church. We ask for your prayers that our 
church and business life may be a success.— 
M. J. Doan, Pastor. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Everett, June 25—Dr. W. P. Fletcher, Field 
Secretary of the Department of Christian 
Education, recently spent three weeks with us 
in intensive leadership training institutes. 
The institutes were very successful and the 
work done by Dr. Fletcher was of a very high 
order. In almost every instance, near the.end 


or at the end of the course, some would say: 
‘If I had only known what the course would 
mean I would have been there every time.” 
This work has created a real hunger for the 
proper kind of training, and several classes 
have already been organized to carry on the 
work. Any church or conference can con- 
sider itself fortunate to have Dr. Fletcher 
with it. — The third quarterly conference 
was held at Pleasant Grove, May 20 and 21. 
It was well attended and three addresses by 
Mrs. Howsare were especially well received. 
The annual Christian Education Convention 
of the conference was held at the Cedar Grove 
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Church, June 12 and 13. The attendance and 
interest were good. Dr. W. P. Fletcher was 
present throughout and made a valuable con- 
tribution to the program by his addresses 
and council. A young people’s rally was held 
Friday evening in connection with the con- 
vention. Young people’s work was organized 
and arrangements were made for a much 
larger rally in connection with our annual 
conference. — Rev. Charles Beard, of Martins- 
burg, West Virginia, is assisting Rev. A. R. 
Garland, pastor, at the Jerusalem Church in 
a revival meeting. Good attendance and 
interest are reported. Brother Garland, who 
has been suffering for some weeks with an 
injured knee, is somewhat better at this time. 
He can now get around slowly without his 
crutches. — Rev. L. A. DuVall, pastor of Dis- 
trict No. 4, is pushing his work with the 
usual amount of zeal. He expects to attend 
the Pastors’ School at Defiance beginning 
July 7. Rev. H. W. May and the writer ex- 
pect to attend the Pastors’ School also. — 
Rev. W. M. Jay, D. D., pastor at Everett, and 
Mr. A. F. Foor, president of the conference, 
assisted Brother DuVall in an all-day service 
at the Prosperity Church, Sunday, June 21. 
The writer supplied the Everett Church in 
the absence of Dr. Jay. — The Everett 
Church is holding its Daily Vacation Bible 
School at present. An attendance of sixty 
was reported the first day. Four who took 


the leadership training work under Dr. 
Fletcher this spring are teaching in the 
D. V. B. S. Miss Holland, of Virginia, who 


is visiting with Rev. Jay and family, is also 
ably assisting in the school.—A. W. Sparks, 
Field Secretary. 


OHIO 


Covington, June 29—Sunday, June 28, wit- 
nessed another happy time at the old North 
Clayton Church. A number of invitations had 
been sent out for a home-coming and all-day 
meeting. Seventy-three were present in the 
Sunday-school that morning, after which 
Evangelist J. F. Jacquenim, of Piqua, 
preached a splendid sermon from the text, 
“In the beginning was the Word.” An in- 
teresting letter was then read from Miss 
Mellie Swank, of Marion, Ohio, a former resi- 
dent at North Clayton. At the noon hour over 
sixty partook of the sumptuous dinner served 
in the basement. In the afternoon Rev. A. 
B. Houseman, a former pastor at North Clay- 
ton, preached an inspiring sermon, after 
which the sacred rite of communion was ob- 
served. Just before the afternoon services 
closed, two young ladies and their three little 
brothers, united with the church and were 
welcomed in with a glad hand of fellow- 
ship by the members. In the evening Evan- 
gelist Jacquemin preached another good ser- 
mon from the twenty-third psalm. At the 
close of the evening’s services a gray-haired 
lady and her young granddaughter united 
with the church, making seven in all who 
were taken in as members of the Clayton 
Church that day. It was a time of happy re- 
joicing for all, and a home-coming that will 
long be remembered by every one present. An 
offering of nearly twenty-five dollars was re- 
ceived during the day for the expenses of the 
church.—Mrs. Grace Bowman. 


Gallipolis, June 27—The Sunday-school at 
Bulaville Christian Church is moving along 
nicely. The Christian Endeavor society is 
making fine progress, with the young people 
taking the lead and they have shown that 
they are capable of doing real things. — 
Memorial Day was observed in a very fitting 
manner. Rev. L. L. Roush, of the M. E. 
Church, Rutland, delivered a wonderful 
message here recently. We are always glad 
to have him with us. Brother Roush, in his 
quiet way, impressed us in a manner which 
we are sure will be lasting. We have been 
without a pastor the past year, yet we have 
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had several good sermons by ministers of 
different denominations. — Plans are now 
under way for our usual Home Mission offer- 
ing. The young folks are also raising some 
money for the Aged Ministers’ Home. We 
are glad to note that Rev. Samuel Lewis, of 
Bladen, who has been very sick is now on the 
road to recovery. Bulaville has extended a 
call to Rev. W. E. Ewing, of Lebanon, our 
former pastor, asking for his return to this 
place the coming year. Brother Ewing made 
many sincere friends during the fifteen years 


he was with us; and a cordial welcome is ever 
his by both young and old throughout this 
community.—Mrs. George Hern, Church Clerk. 

Highland and East Middleton, June 25—On 
June 14, at East Middleton, eight persons 
showed their faith in the fundamental truth 
of our religion by being buried with Christ in 
baptism, showing his burial and resurrection. 
The church has regular preaching on the 
second and fourth Sundays of the month. 
The Sunday-school and prayer meeting are a 
great help to the community. — The High- 
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land Church observed the Lord’s Supper on 
June 21. This church has a Sunday-school 
and choir practice. The church house has 
been cleaned, repapered, and painted, and 
there are some other indications of life and 
progress. The church is also seeking to have 
regular preaching.—Chas. Manchester. 


° ° ° 9 
Miami Ohio Young People’s 
Congress 

HE second rally of the young people of the 

Miami Ohio Conference was held at the 
Versailles Church, Friday, June 19, 1925, with 
sessions in the morning, afternoon, and 
evening. 

The session opened with a very inspira- 
tional devotional period led by Robert Kairns, 
followed by the welcome address by Louise 
Smith, president of the Congress. Keith 
Brandon, of Greenville, responded for the 
visitors. Miss Esther Warvel, of Ansonia, 
gave an address on “Young People and 
Christ’s Kingdom,” and Mr. Frank Wright, 
the president of the Northwestern Ohio 
Young People’s Congress, spoke enthusiasti- 
cally of the “Young People’s Week at De- 
fiance.” Group conferences followed, the boys 
being led by Mr. Wright and the girls by 
Miss Warvel. 

After a picnic lunch and enjoyable recrea- 
tional period, the Congress reassembled for 
the afternoon session. The worship period 
was led by Paul Kershner of West, Milton. 
Miss Lucy M. Eldredge, of Dayton, spoke on 
“Organizing Young People,” and following 
this the business meeting occurred, during 
which a constitution was adopted and plans 
for future work made. The Congress endorsed 
Young People’s Week at Defiance, declared 
that the young people of Miami Ohio would 
whole-heartedly support Miss Angie CreW in 
Japan, and set a goal of 1,200 young people to 
be won to Christ and the Church during the 
coming year. Rev. D. G. Pleasant called the 
roll of churches, and reports given showed 
over seven hundred young people added to 
the churches of the conference during the 
past year. The following officers were elected 
to carry on the work of the Congress: Presi- 
dent, John Rausch, Dayton; vice-president, 
Martha Welch, Eaton; secretary, Doris Davi- 
son, Springfield; treasurer, John Shellen- 
barger, Enon; pianist, Donald Waiters, 
Greenville; chorister, Flora Manahan, Dayton; 
publicity manager, Marion Eldredge, Dayton; 
counselors, Rev. J. E. Etter, Greenville; Mrs. 
Vore, Dayton; Prof. C. W. Walters, Troy; 
chairman of departments: Emily Jackson, Eli 
Kims, Mildred Pfiffer. A group of Defiance 
College students, led by Miss Manahan, took 
part in a sing-song to close the afternoon 
session. 

The main event of the evening session was 
the inspiring address on “The Game and the 
Score,” by Prof. Walters of Troy. 

Next year the Congress will be held in the 
Eaton Christian Church. 

Marion Eldredge. 


Dedication at Antonis, Ohio 


THE Antonis Christian Church worships 
in a neat and well built chapel, situated 
on Wilson’s Run, in the charming valley of 
the Scioto River, where it nestles in among 
the trees like a maiden in the arms of her 
lover, while the trees. like soldiers, stand 
around to guard her from danger, and lift 
their strong, long arms over her for better 
protection. Trees! Tall, strong, graceful, 
towering, wild, and cultivated; stately and 
graceful, made to please the eye with their 
beauty, as well as to support life with their 
fruit. In the midst of such, the Antonis 
Christian Church was built in 1911, but not 
_ dedicated at the time. Recently the finish- 
ing touches have been put on, and improve- 
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ments added, culminating in the dedication 
on Sunday, June 28, 1925. Rev. A. J. Dolli- 
son is pastor, and stands a prince among 
his people. 

The program of the day was in charge of 
Mr. A. C. Hatfield;the church clerk, and in- 
cluded a session of: the Sunday-school, serv- 
ices in the forenoon, a picnic dinner, the ded- 
icatorial sermon and formula in the after- 
noon, and also an address by Rev. A. C. 
Goff, of Waverly, Ohio. In addition, there 
were some recitations, and a number of 
special selections by the local and visiting 
choirs, and by the famous male quartet of 
Portsmouth, Ohio. For the third time this 
summer it has been the writer’s privilege to 
hear these men sing, and he is quite sure 
that no words of his can adequately de- 
scribe the value of their contribution to a 
church service. 

There were present the pastor, Rev. A. J. 
Dollison, Rev. F. M. Crain, president of the 
Scioto Valley Conference; Rev. G. K. Mc- 
Cork, the vice-president; Rev. P. T. Evans, a 
resident of the community, and a minister 
in the Christian Union Church, whose name 
the writer cannot recall, but does recall the 
very fine spirit and marked ability of the 
man and an hour of very delightful fellow- 
ship with him, during the noon recess. 

The congregation was large and attentive, 
and the response for money prompt, and the 
whole day a. help and inspiration, and yet 
one is deeply conscious of an unleased pow- 
er, an undeveloped life, and an untrained 
army, which, if released and developed and 
trained, would soon transform the whole 
community, and cause roses to grow where 
now are thorns and thistles. 

The sermon of the forenoon, afternoon, 
and also the dedicatorial service, were in 
charge of the writer. 

J. F. BURNETT. 


Shall They Die or Live? 


(Continued from page nine) 
themselves well trained and well equipped 
men. 

I have had the opportunity during my ex- 
perience of visiting many churches of our 
denomination, in which I almost always 
found some of the finest and best rural 
people of the community; and my heart has 
pained me when, in many, many cases, these 
churches have passed out of existence, not 
because they did not have a group of the 
finest kind of people connected with them, 
but because they could not live standing 
alone. They were not pastorated, and hence 
must die. During the last year I had the 
opportunity of visiting one of these churches. 
Many people of that community are loyal 
to the Christian denomination, and they 
said: “For years and years we have not 
had a man who lived on this field. Our 
pastors have simply come to preach and 
went away. We believe had we had a man 
on the field who could have done pastoral 
work and lived among the people, our 
church would have been in prosperous con- 
dition today; but as it is we are practically 
down and out.” 

This is not an unkindly criticism of the 
past but it is an appreciative criticism of 
the present situation, with an urgent appeal 
that this deathly weakness be overcome by 
forming pastorates and keeping pastors on 
the field where they are to preach. To go 
to a place and preach and then return home 
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Man and the Attainment 
of immortality 





JAMES Y. SIMPSON, M.A., D.Se., F.R.S.E., 
er Natural Science, New College, 
Edinburgh. 


A convincing book which presents the best — 
tific thought on the subjéct of evolution. A complete 
8 ge Be of man from his animal ancestry to his vision 


32 Illustrations. Net, $2.25 


The Spiritual Interpre- 
tation of Nature 


PROF. JAMES Y. SIMPSON, M.A., D.Sc. 
F.R.S.E. 


An earlier book by this author which helps the 
individual to adjust himself to modern scientific 
beliefs. It will do for this day what Henry Drum- 
-oang 24 “Natural Law in the Spiritual World’’ did 


for 
Net, $2.25 


Religion and Biology 


ERNEST E. UNWIN, M.Sc., Head Master and 
Science Master, Leighton Park, Reading. 

A biological ogg A of ng 8 ay of man. His 

relation to the ape show a comparison of the 

Then bis ES.» birth is discussed. Schol- 


bodies. 
arly and reverent. 

Net, $2.00 
Evolution and Redemp- 


tion 
REV. JOHN GARDNER, D.D. 

Dr. Gardner is interested more in the culture of the 
Christ life than he is in the debate about man and 
the monkey. A fine example of how scientific thought 
may be used in the preaching of the Gospel. 

Net, $1.60 


The Paths That Lead to 
God 


Seren A FISK TILLETT, Vanderbilt 
ity. 

Dean Tillett thinks et John Wesley might bese 
been an evolutionist had he lived in our day. 
chapter on Evolution and God is a splendid detense 
of the man who believes in God and evolution. 


Net, $4.00 


Scientific Christian 
Thinking 


HOWARD AGNEW JOHNSTON, Ph.D., D.D. 

The author believes that the evolutionary process 

may be God’s method of carrying forward his crea- 

tion program, but insists that the Bible and fact 

both — to epochal creative acts, especially in the 
man. 


s{ 
creation Net, $1.25 


Evolution at the Bar 


PHILIP MAURO. 

With the skill of the jurist he oo © e argu- 
ments of evolutionists at the bar of truth and _ con- 
victs them of dishonesty. _ is no half-way book. 
It recognizes no comprom: 

Net, 75 cts. 


Contending for the 
Faith 


REV. LEANDER S. KEYSER, D. D., Hamma 
Divinity School. 

An able defense of orthodoxy. If evolution was 
God’s way in the past it certainly is not today. 
This book makes the simple Bible story of creation 
seem, after all, the most reasonable. 

Net, $2.00 


THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING 
9,0) 57.0y ASSOCIATION 
1310,0),%)} C. P. A. Bldg. : * Dayton, Ohio 





entirely out of the parish until the next time 
comes to go to preach, as a system of caring 
(Continued on page twenty-three) 








